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1 Water Quality Survey
1.1 Purpose of the Surveys

The ‘Regional Spatial Strategy Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide’ (ODPM December 2005) informs us that the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act, 2004 (Section 3) requires every Regional Planning Body to make an annual report to the Secretary of State containing information on the implementation of the Regional Spatial Strategy and the extent to which the policies set out in the strategy are being achieved.  The results from annual regional land use monitoring surveys are an integral part of this process and feed directly into the regional Annual Monitoring Report and regional Core Indicators.

The good practice guide further informs us that monitoring is essential to establish what is happening now, what may happen in the future and then compare these trends against existing policies and targets to determine what needs to be done. Monitoring helps to address questions such as: are policies achieving their objectives and in particular are they delivering sustainable development; have policies had unintended consequences; are the assumptions and objectives behind policies still relevant; and are the targets being achieved?

1.2 The Role of Mott MacDonald

Mott MacDonald Limited is contracted to maintain the site level regional monitoring land use surveys, provides analytical input to the Annual Monitoring Report and Core Indicators, and makes these data and mapping facilities available on Strat-e-gis.  Annual updates to the surveys are obtained either directly from all 30 individual local authorities within the West Midlands region or indirectly via the 14 strategic authorities.  Survey specifications are revised each year by technical representatives of the Regional Monitoring Officers Group.  Forms and layouts are amended by Mott MacDonald.  Surveys are disseminated to participants in the first week of April with a first week of August return deadline. Mott MacDonald processes the returned surveys and provides any data analysis required to monitor the Regional Spatial Strategy via the Annual Monitoring Report and Core Indicators. 

The site level regional monitoring land use surveys, which relate to and monitor specific policies in the ‘Prosperity for All’ chapter of the Annual Monitoring Report are employment land, office developments, retail developments, and leisure developments and hotels.  The single site residential land survey relates to ‘Communities for the Future’, and greenbelt applications, derelict land, waste management facilities, and water quality relate to ‘Quality of the Environment’.  The policy leads for the three Regional Spatial strategy topics are Birmingham, Worcestershire and Solihull.

1.3 The Water Quality Survey

The water quality survey is relatively new and is in its fourth year of monitoring. It monitors planning applications that have been objected to by the Environment Agency on the grounds of water quality. Information required includes which of these applications have been approved by local authorities and why. 

1.4 Changes to the Survey

There are no changes to the water quality survey this year. 

1.5 Frequently Asked Questions

Why is this being monitored?

The number of planning permissions granted contrary to the advice of the Environment Agency on the grounds of water quality is one of four indicators of environmental quality which is a Core Output Indicator for Regional Planning. This means authorities are required to monitor this in order to ensure they are meeting requirements set out in their respective plans.

Where does this data come from?

The data is supplied from the Environment Agency and relates to objections to planning applications on the grounds of water quality between 1st April 2009 and 31st March 2010.

2 Data Specification for Water Quality Survey

Please fill in the required fields on the water quality monitoring form. The numbers below relate to the fields on the form. Under each section please complete the form in the required format i.e. fields 1, 2, and 6 require a textual response, where as fields 4 and 5 require a numeric response. Figure 1 illustrates and example of a competed survey.

1. District - This field will be filled in already (textual response).
2. LPA Reference - This is the Local Planning Authority Reference and will be completed (textual response).
3. Nature of Proposed Development - The type of development (e.g. residential) proposed in the application. This field should be filled in already.

4. Reason for Agency Objection - This field will contain the reason for the Environment Agency’s objection to the application (numeric response):
· 1 - required circular 3/99 assessment

· 2 - contamination/impact of groundwater abstractions

· 3 - risk of pollution to surface water

· 4 - pollution risk to groundwater

· 5 - proximity to potable water

· 6 - required circular 3/99 assessment & pollution risk to groundwater

· 7 - required circular 3/99 assessment & contamination/impact of groundwater abstractions

· 8 - required circular 3/99 assessment & proximity to potable water

· 9 - deterioration of water quality, contamination/impact of groundwater abstractions, disturbance of aquifer, risk to public

· 10 - pollution risk to water supply & required circular 3/99 assessment

· 11 - deterioration of water quality

· 12 - pollution risk to groundwater and surface water

· 13 - required Circular 3/99 or 10/99 assessment

· 14 - insufficient information-water quality

· 15 - pollution risk to surface water

· 16 - unsatisfactory sewage system

· 17 - unsatisfactory means of disposal (trade/sewage/trade & sewage)

5. Decision as at 31/03/09 - Please complete this field with the decision of the Local Authority (i.e. approved/refused etc) (numeric response):
· 0 - refused

· 1 - approved with conditions

· 2 – application withdrawn

· 3 – dismissed on appeal

· 4 – consent subject to S106 agreement

· 5 – not known

· 6 – approved

· 7 – approved on appeal

· 8 – not determined

6. Comment if granted - If the application was approved please provide an explanation as to why this occurred (textual response).
	Figure 1. Water Quality Survey Example
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