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APPENDIX 6: TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY 
 
 
Policy T1 – Developing Accessibility and Mobility within the Region to Support the 
Spatial Strategy 
Policy T2 – Reducing the Need to Travel 
 
Accessibility to new residential developments 
 
A regional public transport database with all the bus and Metro journeys was created using 
data from www.nptdr.org.uk (data valid as at October 2006). Bus and Metro timetables from 
the above website were written to the database. Therefore, this database contains all the 
bus and Metro journeys that operate each day, from Monday to Sunday. 
 
Access to bus and Metro services in the Region is measured by producing maps of all the 
bus stops and Metro stations that are used by a bus or Metro services with at least a (i) 20 
and (ii) 60 minute running frequency in all directions between 07:30 and 09:30 on a typical 
weekday (Tuesday). 
 
All the applicable bus stops and Metro stations were selected. In order to produce catchment 
areas for the 20 and 60 minute frequency services, selected bus stops and Metro stations 
were buffered to 500 metres. This distance is based on the assumption that the average 
person will walk at a speed of 3km/hr for a maximum of 10 minutes to get to either a bus 
stop or Metro station. 
 
This measure of accessibility relies upon the current bus and Metro timetables in the Region. 
If the bus and/or Metro timetables change then bus stops and Metro stations may be added 
or removed from the list, which will result in either the catchment areas getting bigger or 
smaller. 
 
In order to assess whether or not new residential sites are being built in areas that have a 
good public transport network, all new residential sites from each district were obtained. All 
the new residential sites in 2007 were plotted on a map using the supplied grid co-ordinates 
to determine whether they fell inside the catchment areas defined above. 
 
The proportions of new residential sites within 10 minutes walk of a 20 and 60 minute 
frequency bus/Metro service was calculated and the results are contained within the 
document entitled Numerical Indicators – WMRSS Transport Monitoring. 
 
No new housing data was available for Worcester, Redditch and Telford and Wrekin and 
were, therefore, not included in the analysis. 
 
Mode Share of Journey to School Calculation Methodology 
 
The indicator is the proportion of school children (aged 5-16 years) travelling to school by car 
(excluding car share), and is measured on an annual basis using data obtained via the Pupil 
Level Annual School Census (PLASC) for all schools with approved School Travel Plans 
(STPs); and data obtained via PLASC or via an alternative robust survey methodology, for 
50% of schools without approved STPs.  
 
For the purposes of this indicator, a trip is defined as a journey by a school-child in full-time 
education from their home to their school. Pre-5 year old and post-16 year old data is 
excluded and data is collected for walking, car-share, cycling, car (including vans and taxis), 
public transport, and other. The main mode of a journey must be determined as the mode 
used for the greatest part, by distance of the journey. 
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The data used for the calculation of the indicator is that provided to local authorities by the 
Department for Transport. 
 
The calculation for the regional indicator is: 
 
Number of school children in the Region travelling by car (including vans and taxis, 
excluding car-share) *100 
Divided by 
Total number of school children in the Region travelling by all modes 
 
Table APP.T1: West Midlands regional school travel PLASC data 

Local 
Authority 

Car 
(van/taxi) 

Car-
share 

Public 
transport 

Walking Cycling Other Total 

Herefordshire 6,609 856 4,671 7,162 317 9 19,624 
Dudley 12,562 886 1,823 17,859 519 1,109 34,758 
Coventry 8,801 808 4,697 18,826 546 118 33,796 
Birmingham 34,021 1,827 19,388 60,287 515 825 116,863 
Sandwell 9,746 598 3,165 24,289 52 290 38,140 
Shropshire 9,655 925 8,122 14,189 834 57 33,782 
Solihull 8,930 1,039 3,525 12,809 435 176 26,914 
Staffordshire 26,719 2,547 11,533 44,045 1,196 995 87,035 
Stoke-on-Trent 8,919 737 2,062 16,798 143 110 28,769 
Telford & 
Wrekin 7,815 634 2,506 10,597 340 109 22001 

Walsall 9,285 957 3,940 16,201 348 277 31,008 
Warwickshire 14,724 1,702 8,567 22,758 1,844 99 49,694 
Wolverhampton 8,483 568 3,785 15,892 280 30 29038 
Worcestershire 18,272 2,149 9043 26,310 664 76 56514 
Total 184,541 16,233 86,827 308,022 8,033 4,280 607936 
Percentages 30.36 2.67 14.28 50.67 1.32 0.70 100 
 
Policy T3 – Walking and Cycling 
 
West Midlands Cycling Index 
 
The data is provided in the form of an index (or in some cases percentage changes in 
cycling levels) from individual local authorities with the exception of the metropolitan 
authorities because this is provided as one index.  Where necessary, indices were re-based 
to the financial year 2005/06 as indicated in the notes below. 
 
If not already expressed in percentage terms, percentage changes were derived from 
individual indices. For example, Warwickshire’s rebased index increased from 100 in 
2005/06 to 102.1 in 2007/08, or expressed in percentage terms +2.1%. The appropriate 
individual indices were then factored by the respective 2001 Census populations, and 
summed to provide the West Midlands Region and Rest of the Region figures (the Former 
Metropolitan Area outturn already being expressed as such).  
 



 3 

Table APP.T2: Cycling Index 

Authority 

A 
 

2001 Census 
population 
(millions) 

B 
% change 
in cycling 

levels: 
2005/06 – 
2007/08 

C 
 

% of West 
Midlands 
regional 

population 

D 
% 

Contribution 
to regional 

index 
((B*C)/100) 

E 
 

% of non-
Metropolitan 
population 

F 
% Contribution 

to non-
Metropolitan 

index 
((B*E)/100) 

West Midlands 
Former 
Metropolitan Area 

2.555592 +4.6 48.5 +2.23 N/A N/A 

Herefordshire 
Council 0.174871 +10.9 3.3 +0.34 6.4 +0.70 

Telford & Wrekin 
Council 0.158325 +30.0 3.0 +0.9 5.8 +1.74 

Stoke-on-Trent 
City Council 0.240636 -2.3 4.6 -0.11 8.9 -0.20 

Shropshire 
County Council 0.283173 +2.4 5.4 +0.13 10.4 +0.23 

Staffordshire 
County Council 0.806744 +3.2 15.3 +0.49 29.7 +0.95 

Warwickshire 
County Council 0.505860 +2.1 9.6 +0.20 18.6 +0.39 

Worcestershire 
County Council 0.542107 +8.0 10.3 +0.82 20.0 +1.6 

Percentage Total N/A N/A 100 +5.00 100 +5.41 
Non-Metropolitan 
Area Total 2.711716  51.5    

West Midlands 
Region 5.267308      

2005/06-2007/08 Regional Change: 
Former Metropolitan Area – Change (4.6) * Population Factor (0.485) = +2.23% 
Non-Metropolitan Area – Change (5.41) * Population Factor (0.515) = +2.79%  
= 2.23% + 2.79% = +5.02% (5.0% to 1 decimal place) 
 
Policy T5 – Public Transport 
 
Regional Public Transport Accessibility 
 
The methodology for calculating regional public transport accessibility is the same as that 
described above for accessibility to new residential developments in Policy T1 and T2. 
 
Figures 1 and 2 show 20 minute and 60 minute frequency to bus and Metro services. 
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Figure APP.T1: Area within a 10 minute walk of a bus or Metro station with at least a 
20 minute running frequency 
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Figure APP.T2: Area within a 10 minute walk of a bus or Metro station with at least a 
60 minute running frequency 
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Definition of Public Performance Measure (PPM) for Rail Reliability 
 
The PPM combines figures for punctuality and reliability into a single performance measure. 
The measure covers all scheduled services, seven days a week. The PPM measures the 
performance of individual trains against their planned timetable. This may differ from the 
published timetable. Therefore, the PPM is the percentage of trains ‘on-time’ compared to 
the total number of trains scheduled. 
 
A train is defined as on-time if it arrives within 5 minutes (i.e. 4 minutes 59 seconds or less) 
of the planned destination arrival time for London, South East and regional operators; or 10 
minutes (i.e. 9 minutes 59 seconds or less) for long distance operators. 
 
Where a train fails to run its entire planned route, calling at all timetabled stations, it will 
either be shown as cancelled (if it runs less than half its planned route mileage) or will be 
added to the trains in the ‘20 minutes or more’ lateness band. 
 
Trains which complete their journey as planned are measured for punctuality at their final 
destination. A train’s performance is generally recorded by the automated monitoring 
systems which log performance using the signalling equipment (Office of Rail Regulation). 
 
Policy T6 – Strategic Park and Ride 
 
Table APP.T3: Car parking capacity at Metropolitan rail stations 

Metropolitan rail stations Car park capacity 

Blake Street 160 
Butlers Lane 0 
Four Oaks 271 
Sutton Coldfield 297 
Wylde Green 51 
Chester Road 149 
Erdington 0 
Gravelly Hill 0 
Aston 0 
Duddeston 0 
Coventry 684 
Canley 99 
Tile Hill 123 
Berkswell 82 
Hampton in Arden 68 
Birmingham International 1,390 
Marston Green 87 
Lea Hall 29 
Stechford 0 
Adderley Park 0 
Dorridge Park and Ride (Centro) 90 
Dorridge Park and Ride (Chiltern) 112 
Widney Manor 267 
Solihull 282 
Olton 101 
Acocks Green 132 
Tyseley 0 
Small Heath 0 
Bordesley 0 
Earlswood 12 
Wythall 0 
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Whitlocks End 111 
Shirley 77 
Yardley Wood 97 
Hall Green 106 
Spring Road 0 
Birmingham Moor Street 0 
Longbridge 0 
Northfield 206 
Kings Norton 212 
Bournville 0 
Selly Oak 378 
University 0 
Five Ways 0 
Stourbridge Junction 767 
Stourbridge Town 0 
Lye 14 
Cradley Heath 228 
Old Hill 51 
Rowley Regis 382 
Langley Green 29 
Smethwick Galton Bridge 77 
The Hawthorns 184 
Jewellery Quarter 0 
Birmingham Snow Hill 0 
Wolverhampton 400 
Coseley 84 
Tipton 52 
Dudley Port 36 
Sandwell and Dudley 363 
Smethwick Rolf Street 0 
Bloxwich 0 
Walsall 0 
Bloxwich North 26 
Bescot Stadium 122 
Tame Bridge Parkway 227 
Hamstead 0 
Perry Barr 0 
Witton 0 
Birmingham New Street 0 
Total Capacity 8,715 
 
Table APP.T4: Car parking capacity at rail stations in the rest of the Region 

Rail station Car park capacity 

Worcestershire 
Alvechurch 50 
Barnt Green 70 
Blakedown 10 
Bromsgrove 83 
Droitwich Spa 105 
Evesham 82 
Great Malvern 122 
Hagley 33 
Hartlebury 20 
Honeybourne 34 
Kidderminster 225 
Malvern Link 81 
Pershore 15 
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Redditch 160 
Worcester Shrub Hill 112 
Sub-total 1,202 
Warwickshire 

Atherstone 
10 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 
Coleshill Parkway 200 

Danzey 
25 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 

Earlswood 
15 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 

Hatton 
20 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 

Henley in Arden 
20 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 

Lapworth 
15 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 
Leamington Spa 215 
Nuneaton 151 
Rugby 450 
Stratford upon Avon 100 
Warwick 50 
Warwick Parkway 564 
Water Orton 46 
Bearley 0 
Bedworth 0 
Claverdon 0 
The Lakes 0 
Wilmcote 0 
Woodend 0 
Wootton Warwen 0 
Polesworth 0 
Sub-total 1,881 
Shropshire 
Shrewsbury 371 
Whitchurch 31 
Wem 24 

Yorton 
10 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 
Church Stretton 36 
Craven Arms 19 
Ludlow 30 
Bucknell 5 

Knighton 
12 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 
Shifnal 21 

Cosford 
5 

(Approx – car park unmarked) 

Albrighton 
12 

(Approx – along an access road) 
Prees 0 
Hopton Heath 0 
Sub-total 576 
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Staffordshire 
Stafford 250 
Burton upon Trent 150 
Lichfield Trent Valley 125 
Tamworth 266 
Codsall 25 
Bilbrook 0 
Penkridge 45 
Stone N/A 
Kidsgrove 50 
Barlaston No Trains 
Blythe Bridge 15 
Uttoxeter 30 
Tutbury 14 
Wilnecote 40 
Lichfield City 66 
Shenstone 40 
Landywood 26 
Cannock 89 
Hednesford 60 
Rugeley Town 115 
Rugeley Trent Valley 20 
Sub-total 1,426 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Stoke-on-Trent 211 
Longton 10 
Longport 0 
Sub-total 221 
Telford and Wrekin 
Telford and Wrekin Central 290 
Wellington 114 
Oakengates 7 
Sub-total 411 
Herefordshire 
Hereford 161 
Ledbury 45 
Leominster 29 
Colwall 0 
Sub-total 235 
Total Capacity 5,952 
 
Table APP.T5: Number of park and ride facilities serving town centres 

Park and ride locations No. of agreed spaces 

West Midlands Metropolitan Authorities 
Coventry South Memorial Park and Ride 400 
Coventry North Austin Drive, Courthouse Green 163 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Hinde Street Park and Ride – Hanley City Centre 562 
Warwickshire 
Stratford Park and Ride 725 
Worcestershire 
Perdiswell Park and Ride (Worcester City North) 485 
Shropshire 
Shewsbury Oxon Park and Ride 490 
Shrewsbury Meole Brace Park and Ride 659 
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Shewsbury Harlescott Park and Ride 677 
Ludlow Eco Park 250 
Telford and Wrekin 
No bus based park and ride facilities N/A 
Herefordshire 
No bus based park and ride facilities N/A 
Staffordshire 
No bus based park and ride facilities N/A 
Total Number of spaces 4,011 
 
Table APP.T6: The Number of Car Parking Spaces at Strategic Park and Ride Facilities 

Strategic park and ride facilities Capacity 

Warwickshire 
Warwick Parkway 564 
Coleshill Parkway 200 
West Midlands Metropolitan Area 
Birmingham International 1,390 
Total Capacity 2,154 
 
Policy T9 – The Management and Development of National and Regional Transport 
Networks 
 
Regional Congestion 
 
2005 Congestion Journey-time Acquisition Management System (CJAMS) data was used to 
calculate the average speed, road congestion and road reliability indicators. CJAMS is 
derived from GPS-sourced Floating Vehicle Data supplied by ITIS Holdings. The GPS points 
that define the journeys are matched to a digital road network that is derived from the 
Ordnance Survey Integrated Transport Network. Once the points are matched to the road 
network, accurate journey times and speeds are calculated on each link at different times of 
the day and on different days. 
 
CJAMS data coverage is not uniform across the West Midlands region. To determine which 
districts had adequate data coverage a vehicle frequency (total number of journeys on each 
link) map derived from 2005 data for the AM peak period was produced for the Region. Only 
Motorway, ‘A’ road and ‘B’ road links were selected and analysed. 
 
Indicator statistics were extracted at district level (where data was available for the Former 
Metropolitan Area and the Rest of the Region) and also at Settlements of Significant 
Development (SSD) and Major Urban Area (MUA) levels.  
 
Average Speed of Traffic 
 
Average peak (AM, Inter-Peak and PM) speeds weighted by link length were calculated for 
each district by road class. The average speeds were weighted by link length to minimise the 
effect of link length on the calculated speed. Average speeds were calculated for cars and 
LGVs, and separately for HGVs. Average speeds were calculated for all the SSDs, MUAs 
and for districts with robust data. These figures will be calculated each year. 
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Table APP.T7:  Average Speeds in SSDs and MUAs by time period and road class for 
cars and LGVs 

AM peak speed 
(mph) 

Inter-peak speed 
(mph) 

PM peak speed 
(mph) 

Road type Road type Road type 
Area 

Area 
type 

A B M A B M A B M 
Burton upon Trent SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Hereford SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Nuneaton & Bedworth SSD 30 28 41 32 29 51 30 28 49 
Redditch SSD 40 31 N/A 41 32 N/A 42 32 N/A 
Rugby SSD 25 26 N/A 26 28 N/A 25 26 N/A 
Shrewsbury SSD 27 27 N/A 28 29 N/A 28 28 N/A 
Stafford SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Telford SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Warwick/ 
Leamington Spa SSD 29 31 55 31 31 58 29 31 56 

Worcester SSD 26 23 43 29 24 49 27 22 49 
West Midlands 
Conurbation 

MUA 24 23 47 26 24 54 24 23 47 

North Staffordshire 
Conurbation 

MUA 26 22 63 28 23 62 27 22 61 

Rest of the Region*  29 26 53 29 27 54 29 26 53 
West Midlands Region*  28 26 52 29 26 54 28 25 52 
* (CJAMS data coverage is irregular in areas) 
 
Table APP.T8: Average speeds by area, time period and road class for cars and LGVs 
(data for Former Metropolitan Area and other selected districts) 

AM peak speed (mph) 
Inter-peak speed 

(mph) 
PM peak speed (mph) 

Road type Road type Road type 
Area 

A B M A B M A B M 
Birmingham 22 21 46 23 22 53 21 20 47 
Coventry 27 22 51 30 23 60 27 22 55 
Dudley 22 22 55 24 23 60 23 22 60 
Sandwell 22 21 48 24 22 52 22 21 47 
Solihull 37 29 47 38 30 55 37 30 44 
Walsall 23 23 40 25 25 50 24 24 43 
Wolverhampton 21 20 N/A 22 21 N/A 21 20 N/A 
Bromsgrove 39 30 59 41 31 63 40 31 61 
Cannock Chase 27 20 58 28 21 57 28 20 58 
Lichfield 29 19 65 31 19 65 31 19 66 
Malvern Hills 38 34 64 38 36 64 38 31 65 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 34 30 59 36 31 57 35 30 55 
North Warwickshire 34 35 41 36 35 44 35 35 43 
Nuneaton & Bedworth 30 28 41 32 29 51 30 28 49 
Redditch 40 33 N/A 41 34 N/A 42 34 N/A 
Rugby 37 37 62 39 38 63 37 38 62 
Shrewsbury & Atcham 37 37 N/A 38 39 N/A 38 36 N/A 
Stafford 22 31 43 22 30 41 22 30 40 
Stoke-on-Trent 24 19 N/A 25 20 N/A 25 19 N/A 
Stratford-upon-Avon 42 40 65 42 40 65 42 40 63 
Warwick 36 36 65 38 36 65 37 36 64 
Worcester 26 23 43 29 24 49 27 22 49 
Wychavon 38 35 57 39 36 60 39 36 59 
Wyre Forest 32 30 N/A 34 31 N/A 33 30 N/A 
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Average Delay 
 
Average AM delay (seconds) was used to measure road congestion on Motorways, and ‘A’ 
road and ‘B’ road links. Delay is defined as the difference between the congested link travel 
time and the night-time link travel time, where the night-time link travel time is used as a 
proxy for free-flow conditions. This indicator is calculated for non-HGV traffic. 
 
Delay = average_congested_link_time-night_time_travel_time 
 
The smaller the delay the less congested the link is and vice versa. This delay was then 
expressed as a percentage of the night-time travel time (normalised). 
 
Normalised_delay =  delay   
    night_time_travel_time 
 
In each area, all the links where normalised delay was less than or equal to 30% of the 
average free-flow link time were selected, and their total distance computed. The computed 
distance was then expressed as a proportion of the total link distance in each district. The 
value of this proportion gives an indication of the total kilometres with low congestion levels. 
The smaller the proportion, the higher the levels of congestion i.e. the majority of the links in 
the district will have delay values that are more than 30% of average free-flow link time. 
 
Table APP.T9: Average delay by authority area in the Former Metropolitan Area 

Area 

Distance (m) where 
mean delay <=30% of 

link free-flow time 
AM period 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

Wolverhampton 55,552 149,240 
37 

(high congestion 
Birmingham 270,339 677,381 40 
Dudley 117,465 270,296 43 
Sandwell 117,756 268,793 44 
Walsall 127,933 254,410 50 
Coventry 129,220 217,840 59 

Solihull 207,038 282,042 
73 

(low congestion) 
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Table APP.T10: Average delay by selected area within the West Midlands Region 

Area 

Distance (m) where 
mean delay <= 30% of 

link free-flow time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

Stoke-on-Trent 80,307 235,135 
34 

(high congestion) 
Worcester 50,058 102,368 49 
Cannock Chase 69,433 100,653 69 
Nuneaton and 
Bedworth 

93,012 127,297 73 

Newcastle-under-
Lyme 

201,908 274,109 74 

Wyre Forest 157,985 211,218 75 
Bromsgrove 230,539 299,172 77 
Warwick 287,789 367,186 78 
Lichfield 237,158 292,146 81 
Shrewsbury and 
Atcham 

273,077 331,600 82 

Redditch 72,674 86,813 84 
Wychavon 430,630 505,824 85 
Rugby 336,525 391,264 86 
Stratford-upon-Avon 342,037 740,119 87 
Malvern Hills 400,797 450,950 89 
Stafford 241,623 268,210 90 

North Warwickshire 339,617 370,284 
92 

(low congestion) 
 
Table APP.T11: Average delay by MUA within the West Midlands Region 

Area 

Distance (m) where 
mean delay <= 30% of 

link free-flow time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

West Midlands 
Conurbation 

1,025,303 2,124,003 
48 

(high congestion) 
North Staffordshire 
Conurbation 

282,215 509,244 
55 

(low congestion) 
 
Table APP.T12: Average delay by SSD within the West Midlands Region 

Area 

Distance (m) where 
mean delay <= 30% of 

link free-flow time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

Burton upon Trent No Data No Data No Data 
Hereford No Data No Data No Data 
Stafford No Data No Data No Data 
Telford No Data No Data No Data 

Shrewsbury 56,353 85,205 
66 

(high congestion) 
Worcester 68,934 102,368 67 
Warwick/ Leamington 
Spa 

82,098 119,540 69 

Rugby 34,998 48,743 72 
Nuneaton and 
Bedworth 

105,243 127,297 83 

Redditch 71,648 78,253 
92 

(low congestion) 
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Road Reliability 
 
Standard deviation of link travel time was used as a measure of road reliability. For each 
link, the standard deviation and average link times were computed for Motorway, ‘A’ road 
and ‘B’ road links within the Region. The standard deviation on each link was expressed as a 
percentage of average link time (normalised standard deviation). Links with a small 
percentage are more reliable than links with a high percentage. This indicator was calculated 
for non-HGV traffic. 
 
normalised_sd  =  AM_link_sd  
    average_AM_link_time 
 
All the links with a normalised standard deviation of less than or equal to 30% of average link 
time were selected and the total distance computed. This distance was then expressed as a 
proportion of the total link distance of the former West Midlands Metropolitan Area and other 
selected areas within the Region. 
 
Road reliability results, sorted by percentage, with normalised standard deviation of less 
than 30% of link travel time are included within the tables below. Areas with small 
percentage values have low levels of road reliability i.e. there are very few links with high 
reliability. Similarly, areas with high percentage values have high levels of road reliability.  
 
Table APP.T13: Road reliability by authority area within the Former Metropolitan Area 

Area 

Distance (m) where SD 
around the mean <= 

30% of link travel time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

Coventry 85,596 221,159 
39 

(low reliability) 
Sandwell 109,425 272,303 40 
Birmingham 279,213 683,303 41 
Dudley 115,053 270,644 43 
Wolverhampton 65,446 149,240 44 
Walsall 139,430 258,884 54 

Solihull 187,842 284,046 
66 

(high reliability) 
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Table APP.T14: Road reliability for areas within the West Midlands Region 

Area 

Distance (m) where SD 
around the mean <= 

30% of link travel time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

Stoke-on-Trent 98,895 235,135 
42 

(low reliability) 
Worcester 63,229 110,507 57 
Cannock Chase 65,026 100,653 65 
Nuneaton & Bedworth 85,385 129,643 66 
Bromsgrove 205,653 302,663 68 
Warwick 271,216 373,059 73 
Lichfield 216,444 292,146 74 
Wyre Forest 165,681 220,625 75 
Newcastle-under-
Lyme 223,884 294,837 76 

North Warwickshire 303,095 382,798 79 
Wychavon 438,514 544,476 81 
Redditch 70,697 86,813 81 
Rugby 347,626 416,996 83 
Shrewsbury & Atcham 364,043 424,609 86 
Stafford 243,385 268,835 91 
Stratford-upon-Avon 739,721 810,098 91 

Malvern Hills 528,379 568,080 
93 

(high reliability) 
 
Table APP.T15: Road reliability for MUAs within the West Midlands Region 

Area 

Distance (m) where SD 
around the mean <= 

30% of link travel time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

West Midlands 
Conurbation 982,004 2,139,579 

46 
(low reliability) 

North Staffordshire 
Conurbation 

322,779 529,972 
61 

(high reliability) 
 
Table APP.T16: Road Reliability for SSDs in the West Midlands Region 

Area 

Distance (m) where SD 
around the mean <= 

30% of link travel time 
(AM period) 

Total  
distance (m) 

Percentage 

Burton upon Trent No Data No Data No Data 
Hereford No Data No Data No Data 
Stafford No Data No Data No Data 
Telford No Data No Data No Data 
Warwick/ Leamington 
Spa 

63,684 119,540 
53 

(low reliability) 
Worcester 63,229 110,507 57 
Rugby 31,370 51,297 61 
Nuneaton and 
Bedworth 85,385 129,643 66 

Shrewsbury 66,307 99,929 66 

Redditch 62,137 78,253 
79 

(high reliability) 
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Policy T10 – Freight 
 
Average Speed of HGV Traffic 
 
The methodology for calculating the average speed of HGVs is the same as that described 
above for average speed of traffic in Policy T9.  
 
Table APP. T17 and APP. T18 show the average speed of HGVs in a number of different 
areas of the Region.   
 
Table APP.T17: Average speeds in the SSDs and MUAs by time period and road class 
for HGVs 

AM peak speed 
(mph) 

Inter-peak speed 
(mph) 

PM peak speed 
(mph) 

Road type Road type Road type 
Area 

Area 
type 

A B M A B M A B M 
Burton upon Trent SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Hereford SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Nuneaton & Bedworth SSD 8 28 39 31 28 48 27 28 45 
Redditch SSD 36 28 N/A 38 30 N/A 38 19 N/A 
Rugby SSD 23 27 N/A 26 27 N/A 24 26 N/A 
Shrewsbury SSD 26 25 N/A 27 27 N/A 22 23 N/A 
Stafford SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Telford SSD No Data No Data No Data 
Warwick/ 
Leamington Spa SSD 28 30 52 30 31 53 25 28 52 

Worcester SSD 24 22 47 28 23 49 25 19 50 
West Midlands 
Conurbation 

MUA 22 21 44 24 23 50 22 20 44 

North Staffordshire 
Conurbation 

MUA 25 20 55 26 22 54 26 19 54 

Rest of the Region*  27 23 46 28 25 47 27 21 47 
West Midlands Region*  26 22 46 27 25 48 26 21 46 
* (CJAMS data coverage is irregular in areas) 
 



 17 

Table APP.T18: Average speeds by area, time period and road class for HGVs (data 
for Former Metropolitan Area and other selected districts) 

AM peak speed 
(mph) 

Inter-peak speed 
(mph) 

PM peak speed (mph) 

Road type Road type Road type 
Area 

A B M A B M A B M 
Birmingham 20 20 43 22 21 50 20 18 44 
Coventry 26 20 48 28 22 54 25 18 51 
Dudley 21 20 50 23 21 54 20 16 54 
Sandwell 21 19 44 23 21 49 21 17 43 
Solihull 36 28 45 36 28 52 35 27 41 
Walsall 22 22 38 24 24 47 23 22 41 
Wolverhampton 20 20 N/A 22 20 N/A 19 15 N/A 
Bromsgrove 36 29 53 38 30 55 36 26 55 
Cannock Chase 26 19 49 27 21 48 25 17 46 
Lichfield 27 17 54 29 19 54 29 18 55 
Malvern Hills 31 23 55 36 32 55 33 20 55 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 33 21 52 34 29 52 32 26 49 
North Warwickshire 32 33 37 34 34 40 33 33 39 
Nuneaton and Bedworth 28 28 39 31 28 48 27 28 45 
Redditch 36 30 N/A 38 31 N/A 38 20 N/A 
Rugby 35 35 53 37 37 54 35 32 54 
Shrewsbury and Atcham 36 25 N/A 36 33 N/A 32 23 N/A 
Stafford 21 28 38 21 28 37 22 29 36 
Stoke-on-Trent 23 19 N/A 24 19 N/A 24 18 N/A 
Stratford-upon-Avon 40 35 56 40 38 56 40 33 55 
Warwick 35 34 56 37 35 56 34 28 55 
Worcester 24 22 47 28 23 49 25 19 50 
Wychavon 37 32 52 38 34 54 37 27 53 
Wyre Forest 32 26 N/A 32 29 N/A 30 21 N/A 
 
Definition of ‘freight goods lifted by origin of goods’ 
 
The tonnes lifted are the quantity of all the loads carried for individual trips added together.  
Since some goods may be moved several times, the tonnes lifted will be counted each time. 
 
In terms of origin, the tonnes lifted for an origin will include only those trips which started 
within the origin area. No information is available about where goods carried on multiple legs 
originally started, so the origin refers to the origin of a particular leg only. (DfT Statistics) 
 
Policy T12 – Priorities for Investment 
 
Progress achieved by unitary, county and Metropolitan authorities in 2007/08 in 
achieving behavioural changes through Local Transport Plan initiatives 
 
The first National and Regional Priority listed, concerns “a programme of measures aimed at 
achieving behavioural change including travel awareness, walking/cycling networks, quality 
public transport, access to regeneration sites”.  In the last year, authorities and agencies 
have implemented many hundreds of schemes large and small to improve public transport 
and the pedestrian and cycling environment etc.  The following section includes a brief 
illustration of some of the achievements in this area for each of the local authorities in the 
Region.  The examples highlighted are there to reflect the scale and range of activities 
across the Region, and are by no means intended to describe all the relevant work of any 
particular local authority.  The individual Local Transport Plans and associated documents 
produced by the local authorities in the Region provide a comprehensive picture of the 
initiatives taken. In addition, local authorities have produced their Local Transport Plan 
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Progress Reports 2006-2008, which discuss delivery of their Local Transport Plans for the 
last two years, together with looking forward over the remaining Plan period. 
 
Unitary Authorities 
 
Herefordshire Council 
 
Accessibility and Mobility 
The Council has successfully delivered a 3.2km new access road providing direct access 
between the strategic A49 trunk road and the Rotherwas Industrial Estate.  The road is a key 
component of the £20 million Rotherwas Futures Project and was co-funded by Advantage 
West Midlands. The aim of the Project is to transform the existing Rotherwas Industrial 
Estate and support the local economy in the long-term.  The new access road has alleviated 
a busy junction within Hereford resulting in a more efficient flow of traffic along the A49 and 
has diverted heavy road traffic from a busy residential road. Further sustainable travel 
improvements to the residential road will follow to support further modal shift. These 
improvements will further support the Rotherwas Travel Plan and travel awareness initiatives 
organised by the Council’s Travel Plan Officer. 
 
Reducing the Need to Travel 
The concept of accessibility planning has been fully integrated into wider policy areas 
throughout the Council.  Examples of this include the inclusions of a local accessibility 
indicator within Herefordshire’s Local Area Agreement, and the incorporation of an 
accessibility factor into the Council’s Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning 
Document. The Council’s Accession Model has been used to determine those areas that 
support key services and that experience greater levels of accessibility by sustainable 
transport.  A financial contribution linked to the level of accessibility was formulated favouring 
development in more accessible locations. 
 
The Herefordshire Access to Services Partnership (HASP) was set up in April 2006 and 
works with local stakeholders to identify and develop sustainable solutions to address issues 
of social exclusion. These may involve taking people to services, taking services to people, 
or providing ICT solutions.  Schemes supported by HASP have a particular emphasis on 
supporting projects that improve employment prospects to assist local businesses. 
 
Walking and Cycling 
The policies contained within Herefordshire’s Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning 
Document, ensure all new developments and infrastructure proposals encourage the use 
and development of sustainable travel.  In 2007 the Great Western Way, Hereford’s primary 
sustainable transport corridor, was extended by 1.5km and the completion of pedestrian 
improvements within central Hereford has greatly enhanced the public realm.  The Council 
has also secured funding through Sustran’s Connect 2 BIG Lottery bid for a new river 
crossing which will create a new cycle path between Hereford’s city centre, Rotherwas 
Industrial Estate and Holme Lacy Agricultural College.   Herefordshire Council is pleased to 
report a 10% increase in recorded cycle use and a 22% increase in walking trips from a 
2003/04 base year. 
 
Promoting Travel Awareness Initiatives 
The Council’s focus has centred in workplace travel and raising awareness of more 
sustainable alternatives to solo car use through the use of motivational communications to 
support change.  With the support of Herefordshire’s business network, the Council has 
been able to target communication to employees throughout the county and have sought to 
engage them in the promotion of sustainable travel and travel planning.  During the past two 
years, 24 new travel plans have been developed across the county, comprising 23 business 
travel plans, including two business parks and one residential travel plan, covering 300 
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dwellings. Sixteen travel plans have been developed through the planning process and 8 
have been initiated to support applications to TravelFund, Herefordshire’s business travel 
plan grant scheme. 
 
A close working relationship with the schools and parish councils has greatly assisted with 
the production and revision of travel plans.  In April 2008, 86% of schools within 
Herefordshire had adopted a travel plan, well above the Government target of 70%. 
 
Public Transport 
To increase awareness of Herefordshire’s public transport services, the Council has looked 
at providing information in a variety of different ways to best suit the individual. The hard 
work of the Council’s Public Transport Team has resulted in increases in household 
satisfaction with both information and the public transport service. 
 
Herefordshire Council has worked in partnership with Worcestershire County Council and 
the Worcestershire Districts to harmonise the administration of the National Concessionary 
Fare Scheme.  By the end of May 2008, over 22,000 applicants had been processed within 
Herefordshire.  The partnership has ensured consistency across the counties and has 
significantly reduced the cost of manufacturing the passes.  It has also provided many 
service benefits in addition to the national scheme and includes free travel before 9:30 and 
free travel to any companion travelling with a person with a disability across the counties. 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
 
A full update on LTP delivery in the Major Urban Area of North Staffordshire is detailed in the 
North Staffordshire LTP Progress Report 2008. Significant LTP funded schemes in Stoke-
on-Trent during 2007/08 include: 
 
Tunstall Northern Bypass Major Scheme 
The Bypass, named James Brindley Way, was largely constructed during 2007/08 and 
opened in July 2008. This contributes to Policy T1, T3, and T5.  
 
Highway Network Efficiency: 
A52 Hartshill Road B5045 Shelton New Road Junction Improvement - An upgrade to the 
complex junction of the A52 Hartshill Road with the B5045 Shelton New Road at the border 
of Stoke-on-Trent and Newcastle-under-Lyme was implemented to reduce accidents and 
tackle congestion. The scheme involved the construction of a four legged roundabout, cycle 
facilities and new pedestrian/cycle crossings. Key bus routes between Newcastle-under-
Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent run along both the A52 and B5055 and the scheme seeks to 
improve bus journey reliability through the junction. Improved landscaping and street lighting 
were also included in the scheme. This contributes to Policies T1, T3, T5 and T9. 
 
Scotia Road/The Boulevard Junction Improvement - This scheme improved safety but also 
improved vehicular capacity by upgrading the traffic signals at the junction in Tunstall. Bus 
routes 21, 21A, 77, 89, and 99 pass through this junction. 
 
Improving Public Transport 
Mayne Street/A34 Stone Road Junction - By working closely with the Highways Agency 
improvement works at the A34 Stone Road/Mayne Street junction were carried out at the 
same time as works to improve the nearby A500(T)/A34 Hanford Roundabout. Pedestrians, 
motorists, cyclists, school children and especially bus passengers will benefit. The schemes 
improved traffic signal phasing and traffic flows through Hanford roundabout which is on the 
route of many bus routes and has removed an unpopular pedestrian subway, replacing it 
with at-grade Toucan Crossings. The scheme also links to the St. Teresas’ Safer Routes to 
School scheme along the A34 north of the A500 Hanford Roundabout (see Improving 
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Safety). With these schemes children now have a much better walking and cycling route to 
school. The scheme to improve the Mayne Street/Stone Road junction will reduce delays at 
this important intersection. The scheme includes improved bus stops and bus priority at the 
traffic signals at A34 Stone Road. Pedestrian safety has been improved with a signalised 
pedestrian crossing on A34 Stone Road to help people cross the dual carriageway. Linked 
traffic signals on Stone Road on the approach to Hanford roundabout will help avoid traffic 
delays on the A34. New contra-flow cycle facilities on Mayne Street were also put in place to 
link from the River Trent Path Greenway.  
 
The bus priority measures were designed closely with bus operators who say the scheme 
will greatly improve reliability of buses serving the Hanford and Trentham areas (Services 
21, 21A & 22). The redesigned junction between A34 Stone Road and Mayne Street 
includes a bus lane leading from Church Street and provides an advanced green signal to 
allow buses to leave the junction in advance of other vehicles from Mayne Street. 
 
Bus Lane Enforcement - This Scheme introduced improvements to existing bus lane 
configurations so as to ensure the successful enforcement of existing bus lane orders 
around the City. 
 
City Rider Bus Purchase - Following previous success with the Award Winning City Rider 
bus services, an Optare Versa bus was bought for service 62 in the North East of the City 
(Tunstall - Burslem - Haywood Hospital – Bradeley - Ball Green – Norton - Milton – City 
Centre Hanley). 
 
Bus Stop Improvements - A programme of improvements to existing bus stops and provision 
of new stops. The improvement programme was based on improved quality of materials 
(e.g. vandal resistant flags); pole extensions to some substandard height poles; and 
improved service and location information. 
 
Promoting Sustainable Travel 
Motorcycle Parking Facilities - Additional motorcycle parking facilities have been provided in 
Stoke-on-Trent Town Centre and the City Centre - Hanley. 
 
Lichfield Street Footway Improvement - This scheme involved the re-alignment of kerbs to 
form a wider footway, improving the pedestrian environment into the City Centre. 
 
Keelings Road Crossing - This scheme involved the provision of a Pelican crossing to aid 
pedestrian movement, including children from the nearby school, across Keelings Road. 
Minor kerb re-alignment was also included. 
 
Disabled and Pedestrian Dropped Crossings - Disabled/pedestrian dropped crossings were 
installed at road junctions. This improves access for the disabled, pedestrian and pushchair 
users. 
 
Duke Street Cycleway - The construction of a 2.5 metre wide bituminous surfaced cycle 
track along an existing footpath between Duke Street, Fenton and Baths Road in Longton 
with an access under the Stoke-Derby railway line to Bute Street. This forms a continuous 
cycle track for 1km and forms part of the strategic network between the towns of Longton, 
Fenton and Stoke giving an alternative to the busy A5007. This cycle track links with existing 
on-highway cycle facilities to Longton town centre via the bus/rail interchange. This cycle 
track runs along private property and has required considerable joint working with 
landowners to realise this important link. The link was also part funded by developers. 
 



 21 

Davenport Street to Trubshawe Cross - 1.5m wide advisory cycle lanes marked on 
carriageway between the A500 and Trubshawe Cross through Longport in the Renew 
Burslem, Middleport and Etruria Valley Area of Major Intervention. 
 
Toucan Crossing - Reginald Mitchell Way - The crossing was built across Reginald Mitchell 
Way (Tunstall Bypass) near to the High Street roundabout and was commissioned on 13 
March 2007. It provides an alternative route to the large roundabout for cyclists and 
pedestrians using the High Street. It also makes a safer route to Hollywall Primary. The 
Toucan crossing was built to link in with the new cycle facilities built as part of the adjoining 
Tunstall Northern Bypass major scheme.  
 
NCN Route 5, Colclough Lane to Birchenwood - Construction of a 2 metre wide bituminous 
surfaced footpath and a “Toptrek” surfaced bridleway along the 1.3km Scotia Valley 
Greenway. 
 
Safer Routes to School 
St Teresas’ Safer Routes to School - Widening the existing footway to provide an adjacent 
footway/cycleway on the north side of A34 Stone Road and marking an adjacent 
footway/cycleway on the south side  with the conversion of the existing pelican crossing to a 
toucan crossing. 
 
Clarice Cliffe Primary School and Waterside Primary School - 20mph Zones comprising 
traffic calming of streets which provide the vehicular and pedestrian access to the front and 
rear of these two newly constructed primary schools. 
 
Northwood Infants Safer Routes to School - This scheme was the third phase of works 
introducing measures to provide a safer route to Northwood Infants School. It involved the 
construction of two additional raised tables on Eaton Street; at the junction with King George 
Street and at the junction with Baskerville Road. 
 
Oakhill Primary School - The conversion of the zebra crossing to a puffin crossing on 
London Road near its junction with Rookery Lane as part of a safer routes to school scheme 
serving both primary school and nearby high school. 
 
Telford and Wrekin Council 
 
Bus 
Fourteen bus stop improvements, which involved Kassell kerbs and bus shelters, to bring 
these up to Quality Bus Route standards.  
 
Cycling Schemes 
One new length of cycle track was introduced – a 1.5km length of run down footway which 
links Telford Central rail station and the strategic Silkin Way cycleway with Stafford Park 
employment area, has been upgraded to a footway/cycleway. 
 
Walking 
A range of new and improved facilities for pedestrians were introduced including the 
installation of a Puffin crossing facility and pedestrian guardrail at Millbrook Primary School 
in Leegomery; two raised crossings, pedestrian guardrail and flashing school warning signs 
at Shortwood Primary School in Wellington; and pedestrian guardrail and two new lengths of 
footway at St. Peters’ CE School in Bratton.  A package of schemes as part of the Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan also helped to improve conditions for pedestrians in the urban and 
rural areas of the borough. 
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Local Safety Schemes 
Four Local Safety Schemes were introduced, three of these were ‘mini’ Safer Routes to 
School Schemes at Shortwood Primary School, St. Peters’ CE School, and Millbrook 
Primary. The fourth Local Safety Scheme at Wombridge Way involved the provision of 
central traffic islands, centre hatching and traffic signs. 
 
Travel Plans 
Five travel plans were introduced in 2007/08 consisting of two employer travel plans at Beth 
Johnson Housing and Dairy Crest, and three school travel plans.  Eight-seven percent of 
schools (79 schools) now have travel plans in Telford and Wrekin. 
 
Minor Works 
Two schemes were introduced to improve capacity at two large roundabouts – minor 
widening on the northern side of the A5223 to improve queuing storage on the southbound 
approach, and lengthening of splitter islands on A518 at Trench Lock. 
 
Traffic Management 
Three speed limits and associated minor works such as refuges islands were introduced as 
part of the Urban Speed Limit Review at Wombridge Way, Old Park Way, and Dawley Green 
Way.  In addition, four route studies were completed to determine the measures appropriate 
for introduction in future years at Springhill Road, A4169 Ironbridge Bypass, A41 Newport to 
Shropshire boundary and B5062.  Four electronic roadside ‘Speed Indication Devices’ were 
installed across the borough to highlight the 30mph speed limit to motorists.  A signing 
scheme to introduce Phase 2 tourism signing for the World Heritage Site was completed.  A 
number of traffic signal controller upgrades were carried out and additional ‘back office’ 
equipment for the Urban Traffic Management Control Centre was installed.  
 
Shire Counties 
 
Shropshire County Council 
 
Passenger Transport and Accessibility 
Extensive consultation and preparation was undertaken for the launch of a new rural 
Demand Responsive Transport service covering all rural areas of the County which included 
the purchase of new low-floor accessible vehicles.  This new service is due to be launched in 
November 2008.  There was significant expansion of the Wheels to Work service helping 
people to access work opportunities, including subsidised driving lesions and moped loan.  
New low-floor buses were also introduced on two key inter-urban bus services – Shrewsbury 
to Bridgnorth and Ludlow to Knighton. 
 
Cycling Schemes 
Further development of the cycle infrastructure took place during 2007/08 including the 
completion of the National Cycle Network route 44 (The 6 Castles Cycleway), linking 
Shrewsbury with Bishop’s Castle and Ludlow.  A Connect 2 Lottery bid for a key cycle link in 
Shrewsbury Town Centre was successful together a bid for Shrewsbury to be one of the 
eleven new cycling towns and cities in England.  These successes have resulted in a total of 
£4m being secured for cycle infrastructure and promotion in Shrewsbury over the next three 
years. 
 
Walking and Mobility Schemes 
Six new controlled crossings and a total of 6km of new footway were implemented during 
2007/08, together with the first phase of a major scheme to enhance the pedestrian 
environment in Shrewsbury Town Centre. New Mobility Guidance for engineers and 
planners was also launched which has brought together policies and guidance on providing 
for people with mobility difficulties. 
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Improving Travel Safety Schemes 
Eight major Safer Routes to School Schemes were completed during 2007/08 with advisory 
20mph zones being trialled at fourteen schools.  A new village speed limit policy was 
adopted which provides a systematic and pragmatic approach to introducing lower speed  
limits with the aim of delivering 30 new village speed limits each year over the remaining 
Local Transport Plan period.  A new safer roads partnership was also launched in West 
Mercia. 
 
Staffordshire County Council 
 
Public Transport 
Fifteen new bus stops and 272 improvements to existing bus stops were implemented during 
2007/08. Works continued on upgrading stops along six quality partnership routes, whilst 
improvements to existing bus stops resulted in new flags and improved timetable 
information. During the autumn of 2007, service improvements were made between 
Cannock and Stafford Hospitals in partnership with the bus company Arriva and the Mid 
Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust. The service enhancements included the introduction of 
five environmentally enhanced vehicles, which were the first of their type to be introduced 
into the UK. 
 
Walking and Cycling 
In total £819,000 was spent on walking and cycling during 2007/08 and this resulted in 23 
new or improved footways totalling over 1,000 metres. Schemes included six Safer Routes 
to School schemes, five walking schemes linked in with school travel initiatives, 38 various 
crossings and one pedestrianisation scheme in Uttoxeter totalling 833 metres.  
 
Six new cycle tracks and four new cycle lanes totalling 10km were implemented during 
2007/08. Schemes included extending National Cycle Network route 55 towards Shropshire, 
improving access to National Cycle Network route 5 in Stafford, providing a cycle link to 
Stafford Hospital, and extending the cycle network in Lichfield. In total £464,000 was spent 
on cycling schemes. In addition, the Council provided cycle training to over 2,400 children in 
2007/08. 
 
Travel Plans 
During 2007/08, 49 school travel plans were implemented within Staffordshire whilst 36 
workplace travel plans were secured. 
 
Traffic Management 
Eight vehicle activated signs were deployed at various locations around the County together 
with seven junction improvement schemes. One of the junction improvements undertaken 
was at the A53/A525 Blackfriars Road Junction. This was originally a four-way junction with 
no pedestrian facilities. Prior to 2007 there were on average 3 or 4 slight accidents per year. 
The improvements included the installation of a toucan crossing on one approach with tactile 
paving and dropped kerbs on the others, the replacement of pedestrian guardrails, the 
resurfacing of the footway around the junction and the timing/re-phasing of the signals. Since 
the scheme was completed in September 2007, there has only been one slight accident. 
 
Highway Maintenance 
Fifty-four footway maintenance schemes were carried out during 2007/08 including over 
21,000 metres of footway, whilst 217km of carriageway were improved through 637 
carriageway maintenance schemes. During the summer of 2007, a civil emergency was 
declared in Lichfield District due to the flooding of 16 settlements together with the National 
Memorial Arboretum. The Council spent an additional £100,000 repairing the flood damage 
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caused to the highway, none of which could be reclaimed from the Government’s emergency 
fund. 
 
During 2007/08 the Council completed four bridge strengthening schemes together with four 
structural maintenance schemes. Work also commenced on the Pelsall Road Canal Bridge 
Replacement Scheme. 
 
Data shows that the current condition of Staffordshire’s highway network has improved. The 
Council have exceeded all of their highway maintenance targets. The current maintenance 
funding allocations are allowing the Council to sustain a steady rate of investment whilst also 
enabling minor improvements to be made to the overall condition of the network. 
 
Warwickshire County Council 
 
Rail Improvements 
Coleshill Parkway – Costing £8.35 million Coleshill Multi-Modal Interchange opened in 
August 2007.  The scheme consists of a new rail station, complete with ticket office, car 
park, a new bus station, and a bus only bridge over the Nuneaton to Birmingham Line.  
Coleshill Parkway was delivered by a unique partnership between the County Council and 
Laing Rail.  The station provides excellent integration between train, bus, foot and cycle, 
thereby helping to improve wider access to key services for local people.  Results to date 
have been impressive, currently there are approximately 1,400 single passenger journeys 
per week, it is expected that 77,000 single passenger journeys will be made through the 
station during the first year of operation. 
 
Seventy percent of all passenger journeys made through Coleshill Parkway are ‘new’ to rail.  
This is indicative that people are actively choosing to travel by train in favour of other modes.  
In addition, it is predicted that at least 450,000 vehicle km are to be removed from the local 
road network in the first year alone, helping to improve air quality and reduce congestion. 
 
Coleshill Parkway was ‘highly commended’ in the Rail Station of the Year 2008 category as 
part of the National Transport Awards. 
 
Public Transport  
Quality Bus Corridors – Two extremely successful Quality Bus Corridors were delivered 
during 2007/08 within Rugby District.  The Lower Hillmorton and Long Lawford Quality Bus 
Corridors received 20 and 26 enhanced bus shelters respectively.  Both schemes have 
helped contribute to the overall 7% patronage growth on Warwickshire Quality Bus Corridors 
during 2007/08. 
 
Sustainable Travel 
Walking/Cycling – A new 2.5km footway/cycleway was opened in October 2007 and links 
Warwick Town Centre and South Leamington to Warwick Technology Park, a major local 
employment site on the outskirts of the two towns. Before the scheme was opened, it was 
very difficult to access the technology park on foot or by bicycle due to a lack of a path and 
the barrier formed by a new roundabout.  Automatic cycle counters have been installed to 
enable us to monitor levels of cycling.  In July 2008 monitoring figures indicate that the 
weekday average 12-hour flow, on the section that links Warwick to the Technology Park, 
has increased by 29.2% against summer 2007 figures, whilst flows on the section that links 
Leamington Spa to the park has increased by 135% over the same period. 
 
School Travel Plans – Over 180 Warwickshire schools now have a travel plan. Our overall 
target is to ensure that each school in Warwickshire has a successful travel plan in place by 
2010.  The success of the school travel plan process is demonstrated by the 2007/08 school 
travel survey/census.  Results indicate that 63% of all school children travel to school using 
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sustainable modes.  This figure rises to 67% if car sharing is included as a sustainable travel 
mode. 
 
Major Schemes 
The A429 Barford Bypass was officially opened in May 2007, three months ahead of 
schedule.  The construction of the £10.38 million bypass has brought relief from traffic and 
reduced congestion, and pollution levels for the residents of Barford.  The village of Barford 
is currently covered by an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA), which was declared by 
Warwick District Council in 2006 due to an exceedence of the national objective for Nitrogen 
Dioxide.  It is hoped that this AQMA will be revoked in the next 12 months following the 
construction of the bypass and the removal of through traffic in the village. 
 
Worcestershire County Council 
 
Cycling 
The National Cycle Network continues to grow in Worcestershire with routes 45, 49 and 54 
being developed along with other important links, cycle storage together with town and route 
information maps for Pershore and Evesham.  A trial ‘Free Ride’ scheme was revoked in 
Worcester City, following the loss of all 50 bikes within the first 24-hour period of operation.  
However, a scheme to loan prospective cyclists a bicycle for up to six months has proved 
highly popular and has already demonstrated a reduction in mileage of 7,000 miles. 
 
A successful £850,000 Lottery Bid for ITV’s People’s Millions as part of the Sustrans 
Connect2 project will enable the construction of a new foot and cycle bridge over the River 
Severn at Diglis, connected with a number of other infrastructure projects in the riverside 
area which are due to be delivered over the next five years. 
 
Walking 
A number of minor improvement schemes have been implemented including Redhill Lane, 
cycle and footway improvements, and Wildwood footpath and bus shelter for access to the 
new Triangle office development and Country Park. 
 
Public Transport 
The services operated out of the Perdiswell Park and Ride site have now been taken in-
house and re-branded. The E-Tendering and Auction process has been pioneered by 
Worcestershire County Council and we have successfully tendered some 90 contracts 
through this process with considerable savings.  This system has previously been used for 
some taxi contracts.  However Worcestershire County Council is the first to use it for school 
and local bus contracts.  This best practice has been widely promoted to other authorities.  
Development has continued with the Integrated Passenger Transport Strategy finalised in 
July 2008 http://worcestershire.whub.org.uk/home/ipts_final.pdf together with the feasibility 
of a number of rapid transit passenger transport routes within Worcester City. 
 
Safe and Sustainable 
Works have been completed on Pershore High Street to enhance the street and footways to 
reduce the potential for injury to pedestrians.  This work also follows on from the A44 Wyre 
Piddle Bypass scheme in making the route to Pershore less desirable for HGV traffic.  The 
major drive this year has been the start of the county-wide speed limit review, which will 
continue to be developed throughout this year.  There was also a traffic signal improvement 
scheme implemented at Bewdley Hill/Sutton Road and remedial works carried out at 
Slideslow roundabout. 
 
Work continues to increase the number of schools with travel plans.  Worcestershire County 
Council is currently on target for 2010 with 75% of schools now with a travel plan A new 



 26 

employer travel planner was recruited in June 2008 and work in this area is now 
progressing. 
 
The Worcestershire Sustainable Travel Town Project (2004-2009), branded Choose How 
You Move, is now in its final year.  Using Prochaska’s social marketing model, initiatives 
have been developed to motivate, support, celebrate and reward travel behaviour change, 
supported by capital funded infrastructure improvements.  Work has now started on an 
extensive behaviour research project to evaluate the effectiveness of the Smarter Choices 
programme and whether the project has achieved the targets set for modal shift in 2004.  
These are to reduce single occupancy car use by 10% and to increase walking by 10%, 
cycling by 10% and public transport by 100%. 
 
Behaviour research following the completion of the first two phases of an individualised 
travel marketing programme across 60% of households in Worcester indicates that there has 
been on average a 12% reduction in single occupancy car use when compared to the control 
group. 
 
Highways 
Major projects this year have centered round the construction of the park and ride site at 
Worcester Ruby Club.  A number of public transport route enhancements for Worcester City 
are currently being prepared for delivery.   
 
West Midlands Metropolitan Authorities / Centro 
 
Roll-out of the £7 million Network West Midlands initiative was completed in 2007/08. 
 
The £16 million Cradley Heath Town Centre Strategy scheme was completed in January 
2008. The scheme removes through traffic from the centre, so improving pedestrian safety 
and reducing the impact of vehicle emissions on the High Street. 
 
Phases 2 and 3 of the £30 million Coventry PrimeLines scheme were substantially 
completed in summer 2008. This provides significant benefits for bus users within the City, 
with the aim of increasing patronage and mode share across the city. 
 
Four further Red Routes have been implemented with the making of experimental Traffic 
Regulation Orders.  Works have commenced on three other routes. 
 
Progress has been made with the Walsall Town Centre Transport Package major scheme.  
The Arboretum roundabout junction has been signalised, a new ‘road over railway’ bridge 
has been constructed and a canal bridge re-decked. 
 
Phase 1(A) works on the Selly Oak New Road, in the vicinity of the major expansion of the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, commenced in October 2007 with completion programmed for 
December 2008. 
 
Works for the Brierley Hill Sustainable Access Network commenced on site in April 2007.  
Waterfront Way Link was substantially completed in May 2008, with the main parallel route 
element of the scheme substantially completed on 27 October 2008. 
 
Work started on the Owen Street Level Crossing Relief Road in August 2007.  A 
replacement Park and Ride site adjacent to Tipton Station opened in July 2008 with 20 more 
spaces than the original. 
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The Metropolitan Authorities delivered many schemes during 2007/08, including: 
 
·  14 km of busway/bus lane 
·  129 new real-time information displays at bus stops, plus 36 at bus interchanges 
·  34km of off-road cycle track, plus 5km of on-street cycle lanes 
·  Over 4km of new or improved footways and over 10km of footway maintenance 
·  193 School Travel Plans 
·  29 Employer Travel Plans 
·  Over 200 traffic management schemes 
·  Around 250 new or upgraded road crossings (signals or otherwise) 
·  52 new or improved junctions  
 
 


