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Thursday, 11th September at 10.00 am, Regional Partnership Centre

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Update 

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Two Revision 

The consultation on West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) Phase Two Revision Draft was extended to 8 December by the Assembly. This followed the appointment of planning consultants Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners who have been commissioned by Government Office for the West Midlands (GOWM) to undertake a study into further options for delivering higher housing numbers. The work is being carried out at present and the final report is expected to be available in October. GOWM will make the study available as additional evidence for consultees to consider when making responses on the WMRSS Phase Two Revision Draft. 

The Assembly’s annual meeting on Wednesday 9 July re-iterated its grave concern about the direction being taken by this government-commissioned study into yet higher housing numbers for the Region. Olwen Dutton chief executive of the Assembly reported on a presentation from GOWM consultants Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners. This presentation proposed a substantial increase in housing numbers across the Region over and above the proposals put to government by the Assembly last December as part of its Revision to the Regional Spatial Strategy. This could mean an increase of up to 445,700 new houses by 2026 instead of the 365,000 proposed by the Regional Assembly.

The National Housing and Planning Advisory Unit (NHPAU) submitted its recommendations on higher regional housing ranges to government in June. The Minister for Housing and Planning, Caroline Flint has now written to all Regional Assemblies setting out how she expects the Unit’s recommendations to be taken into account. In our case, these recommendations will be reflected in the Nathaniel Lichfield Study.


The final report of the GOWM study is expected to be available on 7 October. Comments on both the Assembly’s Preferred Option and the GOWM housing study need to be with the Panel Secretary by noon on 8 December 2008. For more information about the GOWM study visit www.gowm.gov.uk or 0121 352 5049.


The details of the Examination in Public still have to be confirmed; but it is likely to open in April 2009 at The Molineux in Wolverhampton.

WMRSS Phase Three Revision 

WMRSS Phase Three Revision is well underway with consultation taking place with strategic authorities. This phase of the Revision looks at critical rural services, culture/ recreational provision, various environmental issues including minerals provision and the provision of a framework for gypsy and traveller sites. 

A Draft Project Plan was issued for public consultation in November 2007. The responses received have helped to inform the development of the final Project Plan which will be published shortly. It has now been agreed that consultation on the RSS Phase Three Options will commence in June 2009 to avoid an overlap with the build-up to the Phase Two Examination in Public. 
Work towards developing the Phase Three Options is already underway. A key input to the development of the Options is the Advice provided by Section 4(4) authorities in response to a Brief issued by the Regional Assembly in May. The RSS Policy Leads are currently analysing the Section 4(4) Advice and will shortly begin the process of developing initial draft Options. The intention is to present an initial draft Options document to the Regional Planning Partnership in December prior to subsequent informal sharing with RSS Reference Groups and other partners.
WMRSS Monitoring 

Following the publication of the 2007-based WMRSS Annual Monitoring Report in February 2008 the delayed 2006-based Housing and Employment Land Supplementary Reports were also published along with the 2007-based Green Belt Supplementary Report. All of these reports can be downloaded from the Assembly website (http://www.wmra.gov.uk). Printed copies are available on request from the WMRSS team (wmrss@wmra.gov.uk or 0121 678 1053). 

The 2007-based Housing and Employment Land Supplementary Reports will be published in late August 2008 to complete the 2007-based series. This will be in anticipation of the Stakeholders Conference on 8 September which is intended to enable colleagues from around the Region – especially those not directly involved in the Review of RSS - to discuss with Policy Leads and assess the implications of the current monitoring activity. 

WMRSS Conformity 

The Assembly has submitted its annual report to CLG in respect of its duty to respond to consultations as a statutory consultee on certain planning applications received by local authorities within the Region. Between April 2007 and March 2008 the Assembly received 36 consultations on regionally significant planning applications. For each consultation the Assembly provided conformity advice to local authorities within the statutory deadline, this being 21 days from receipt of the consultation or to an agreed deadline with the local authority concerned. The Assembly’s performance for 2007 -2008 is the second year in which there has been full compliance in responding to the statutory deadline for the applications it has been consultedupon. 


Over the same time period the Assembly has provided opinions of general conformity in respect of three Development Plan Documents that were submitted for Public Examination. The Assembly also provided advice on 28 separate occasions in respect of pre-submission Development Plan Documents which were published by local authorities form within the Region.

