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1.1 A Pen Picture of the West Midlands Region
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TABLE 1.1: KEY STATISTICS FOR THE WEST MIDLANDS

Population 2004 (000’s)’ 5,334 59,835
Percentage under 16’ 20.1 19.5
Percentage pension age and over' 18.9 18.6

Standardised mortality ratio (UK = 100) 2002 100.0 100.0

Infant mortality rate? 6.7 53

Percentage of pupils achieving 5+ grades A* - C at GCSE or equivalent® 535 56.5

Economic activity rate (December, 2004 percentages)* 78.0 77.5

Employment rate (December, 2004 percentages)* 74.2 73.5

Unemployment rate (December, 2004 percentages)” 49 52

Average gross weekly earnings, males in full-time employment 2004 (£) 505.2 556.8

Average gross weekly earnings, females in full-time employment 2004 (£) 384.9 420.2

Gross value added 2003 (£billion) 77.3 951.7

Gross value addded per head index 2003 (UK = 100) 91.0 100.0

Total business sites 2003 (000’s) 210.8 2,545.9

Average dwelling price mid-2005 (£)° 161,076 194,589

Motor cars currently licensed 2004 (000’s) 2,554 25,754

Fatal and serious accidents on roads (rates per 100,000 population)® 54 59

Recorded crime rate 2003/4 (notifiable offences per 10,000 population)® 11,336 11,308

Average gross weekly household income 2001/2 - 2002/3 (£) 483 584

Average gross weekly household expenditure 2001/2 - 2002/3 (£) 363.5 402.5

Households in receipt of Income Support/Working Families Tax Credit 19 17

2002/3 (percentages)°®
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Map 1: The West Midlands Region
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1.2 Challenges and Opportunities
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1.3 Progress Towards a New Monitoring System
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1.4 The Need for Spatial Monitoring

1.5 Review of the West Midlands RSS Monitoring Framework
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1.6 Structure of this Document

CHAPTER 03: COMMUNITIES FOR THE FUTURE

CF1 Housing within the Major Urban Areas

CF2 Housing beyond the Major Urban Areas 23
CF3 Levels & Distribution of Housing Development

CF4 The Re-use of Land and Buildings for Housing 39
CF5 Delivering Affordable Housing & Mixed Communities 43
PA1 Prosperity for Al

PAG Portfolio of Employment Land ©
UR1 Implementing Urban Rennaisance 48
PA2 Urban Regeneration Zones

RR2 The Rural Regeneration Zone “
PA3 High Technology Corridors 51
PAG Portfolio of Employment Land

PA7 Regional Investment Sites

PA8 Major Investment Sites >
PA9 Regional Logistic Sites

PA10 Tourism and Culture 56
PA11 The Network of Town & City Centres (Retail/Offices) 57
PA12 Birmingham’s Role as a World City 61

PA13 Out of Centre Retail Development 62
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CHAPTER 05: QUALITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT

QE2 Restoring Degraded Areas and Managing and Creating High Quality New Environments 65
QES8 Forestry and Woodlands 67
Development and Flood risk 69
QE5 Protection and Enhancement of the Historic Environment 70
QE7 Protecting, Managing and Enhancing the Regions Biodiversity and Nature 72
Conservation Resources
EN1 Energy Generation 74
M2 Minerals - Aggregates
M3 Minerals - The Use of Alternative Sources of Materials ©
WDA1 Targets for Waste Management in the Region
WD2 The Need for Waste Management Facilities by Sub-Region 77
T1 Developing Accessibility and Mobility within the Region to Support the Spatial Strategy
T2 Reducing the Need to Travel *
T3 Walking and Cycling 87
T4 Promoting Travel Awareness 88
T5 Public Transport 88
T6 Strategic Park and Ride 92
T7 Car Parking Standards and Management 93
T8 Demand Management 93
T9 The Management and Development of National and Regional Transport Networks 94
T10 Freights 96
T11 Airports 96

T12 Priorities for Investment 97
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