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This report has been prepared on behalf of the West Midlands 
Regional Assembly, the Regional Planning Body, as technical 
advice to inform the Regional Spatial Strategy Revision process. 
It is one of a suite of technical reports commissioned to inform 
the development of spatial policy as part of Phase Two of the 
Revision of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy. 
 
Further information and details of the West Midlands Regional 
Strategy and the Revision process can be found on our web site 
www.wmra.gov.uk  
 
Every effort has been made to verify and check the contents of 
this report including all figures and tables.  However the West 
Midlands Regional Assembly can not accept any responsibility 
for errors or inaccuracies.  
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Executive Summary 
 
Regional Population 
 
1. Between 2001-26 the population in the Region is projected to increase by 

about 368,000. (Appendix 2, Table A) 
 
2. Of this population gain across the region, large increases are observed in the 

45-64 (167,200) and 65-plus (369,400) age groups. Population is projected to 
decline in younger agegroups, especially in the 30-44 age group. (Table 1) 

 
3. Over the period 1999-2005 the average total net migration gain in terms of 

population for the region has been at around 5,800. 
 
 
Sub-Regional Population 
 
4. The major population increase in 2001-26 is projected to be in Birmingham. 

The total of 120,700 represents a third (33%) of the total Regional gain. This 
assumes that sufficient housing can be built in Birmingham to accommodate 
this population increase. (Appendix 2, Table A) 

 
5. The Metropolitan Area is projected to gain around 132,400 in terms of 

population, with 91% of this within Birmingham. 
 
6. The non-Met areas have a projected population increase of around 235,000, 

with 96,000 of this in Warwickshire and 57,000 in Worcestershire. 
 
7. Stoke-on-Trent is projected to lose around 21,000 in terms of population over 

the 25-year period, the only area to show a significant loss. 
 
 
Regional Household Change 
 
8. This report is based upon projections specifically commissioned from 

Anglia Ruskin University for the Regional Spatial Strategy revision and 
which contain unrounded figures while the RSS Options consultation 
paper uses the published Government projections.  

 
9. It should also be noted that DCLG did not release assumptions for separate 

migration flows EXCEPT for Internal (within England) and Overseas (Outside 
England). Work on other migration streams is therefore limited to estimates 
using previous trends. 

 
10. Overall in the Region there is expected to be an increase of 443,700 

households between 2001-2026. (Appendix 3, Table A) 
 
11. The main driver of household change is the increase in the number of One-

Person households, which is expected to increase by 345,300. (Appendix 3, 
Table E) 

 
12. This increase is particularly concentrated in the 45-64 years age category, not 

just the young and elderly groups as might be expected.  This is likely to be a 
reflection of a changing population structure and perhaps most significantly a 
change in marital status, an increase in the break-up of households and more 
people living alone. 
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13. The increase in elderly (65+) One-Person households is still significant with 

an expected increase of 118,400. This is likely to be the product of an 
increasing life expectancy and increasing numbers of separated older people. 

 
14. The number of Married and Cohabiting (Couple) Households are expected to 

increase by 18,200, representing only 4.1% of the total household increase 
between 2001-2026. The decrease in the number of Married Couple 
households (-124,200) is broadly matched by the increase in the number of 
Cohabiting Couple households (+142,500). (Appendix 3, Tables B & C) 

 
15. Natural Change projections seem to suggest an increase of 405,000 

households for the region for 2001-26 – approximately 91% of the total 
regional household change of 444,000. (Appendix 3, Table G) 

 
16. If household representative rates remained constant over the period 2001-26 

then the increase in the number of households would be of the order of 
270,000. As the actual increase (natural change) is over 400,000 it is clear 
that the changes in household representative rates have a major impact. 

 
17. The impact of migration over the 2001-26 period is therefore an extra 38,500 

households, about 1,550 per annum. This reinforces the statement that 
Natural Change is the largest driver for household change across the region. 
(Appendix 3, Table G) 

 
18. Overseas (Outside UK) migration generates an extra 110,000 households 

within the Region in comparison with Natural Change increase. Almost half of 
this increase (54,000) is in Birmingham, which is the largest net migration flow 
into the West Midlands. This does not take into account any extra migration 
from Eastern Europe as a result of the expansion of the EU. 

 
19. Losses due to inter-regional migration out of the West Midlands Region to 

other English Regions result in a loss of 60,000 households. This decrease is 
concentrated in the MUA’s, particularly in Birmingham where it leads to 
13,000 fewer households. (Table 6) 

 
Sub-Regional Household Change 
 
19. Increase in Total Households for 2001-26 is projected to be 18.1% within the 

Metropolitan Area compared to 22.9% outside the Mets. The housing impact 
in the shires and rural UA’s is therefore the major issue. (Appendix 3, Table A) 

 
20. Around 15% of the total Regional household increase is projected to be in 

Warwickshire. An extra 67,000 households will occur in this county, an 
increase of almost a third (31.6%). An extra 26,000 households of this 
increase is projected to be in Warwick, an increase of almost a half (48.7%) in 
that district, which is the largest increase in the Region. Stratford-on-Avon is 
also expected to have a substantial increase in households of 16,000, an 
increase of a third over the 25 years. (Appendix 3, Table A) 

 
21. Staffordshire has a projected 25-year gain similar to Warwickshire, an extra 

65,000 households. For Staffordshire however this only represents a 19% 
increase on the 2001 household figure. Biggest increases within Staffordshire 
can be seen in East Staffordshire, a household gain of almost a third (32.3%) 
on 2001, and Cannock Chase, a household gain of a quarter (25.1%) for 
2001-26. (Appendix 3, Table A) 
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22. Worcestershire can expect to gain around 55,000 households, a 25-year gain 

of around a quarter (24.8%). Within Worcestershire, largest household gains 
are projected to be in Wychavon. (32.1% increase on 2001) and Malvern Hills 
(28.1% increase on 2001). (Appendix 3, Table A) 

 
23. Herefordshire contributes 4.6% of the total Regional household gain, higher 

than any other LA with the exceptions of Birmingham and Warwick. This is a 
household gain of over 20,000 for 2001-26, two thirds of which are due to 
migration into the UA. (Appendix 3, Table A) 

 
24. An expected 27,000 extra households are expected to form in Shropshire 

over the 25-year period, a gain of 22.8%. Within Shropshire the largest gains 
in households are projected to be in Oswestry and Shrewsbury & Atcham, 
both of which have an expected household increase of about a third. 

 
25. The Metropolitan Area as a whole has a projected increase of almost 190,000 

households over the 25-year period. This accounts for almost half (42.1%) of 
the Regional household increase. (Appendix 3, Table A) 

 
26. Nearly one-quarter (23.6%) of the increase in total households across the 

Region will occur within Birmingham, representing an increase in households 
of 105,000. This represents an increase of 26.8% over the 25-year period.   

 
27. Almost 53,000 of the household increase is expected to be within the Black 

Country, about 29% of the total for the Metropolitan Area. Gains within the 
Black Country range from 17,000 in Sandwell to 11,000 in Walsall. 

 
28. A household gain of 19,000 is projected to be in Coventry, the largest 

Metropolitan gain outside of Birmingham, with Solihull contributing the lowest 
gain of just 9,000 households. 

 
29. Stoke-on-Trent is projected to experience a household gain of just 4,700. 

Telford & Wrekin in contrast contributes a relatively high percentage of the 
total regional gain, 4% of the Regional total, an extra 17,700 households over 
the 25-year period for this UA. 

 
30. Migration has a greater impact on the shire counties, an extra 108,000 

households forming in these areas, whilst the Metropolitan Area experiences 
a 69,000 household loss as a consequence of net migration losses over the 
25 years. (Appendix 3, Table G) 

 
31. The Metropolitan Area is projected to increase by 256,000 households due to 

Natural Change, 139,000 of which are in Birmingham. Increase of households 
due to Natural Change is greater than the Total Household change by 69,000 
for the Met Area, and by 34,000 in Birmingham. (Appendix 3, Table G) 

 
32. In the other Metropolitan districts, as well as Stoke-on-Trent, Natural Change 

household increase is greater than the Total Household Change. 
 
33. Clearly Natural Change is the main driver for household change across the 

Region, although this is even more prevalent in the MUA’s.  
 
34. Outside the MUA’s Natural Change is lower than inside the MUA’s but still 

represents the major household increase. Natural Change accounts for 
134,000 of the household increase outside the MUA’s, 53% of the Total 
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Household Increase. Of this Natural Increase around 43,000 households is 
within Staffordshire, and around 29,000 households is within each of 
Warwickshire and Worcestershire. 

 
35. The impact of intra-regional migration is a direct gain of 135,000 households 

for the rural areas on top of Natural Change. Losses within the MUA’s include 
a reduction of 94,000 households in Birmingham, and 21,000 in Coventry. 

 
 
Socio-Economic Change 

 
36. Census information on movements by Size of Households, Tenure, and 

Socio-Economic Group all give the same impression that larger households of 
higher Socio-Economic Group and Owner-Occupiers are leaving the 
Metropolitan Area in favour of the surrounding shires as well as other 
Regions. Families tend to move out of the Metropolitan Area, with young One-
Person households tending to move in. (Appendix 4 Tables A-D) 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1. This report uses more up to date and detailed information on household 

projections than that contained in the published RSS Revision, Phase 2 
Options Report. The data in this report is taken from detailed sets of 
projections, specifically commissioned from Anglia Ruskin University. The 
information on household projections in the options report is taken from the 
Government’s published 2003-based projections in which estimates for each 
area have been rounded. For the West Midlands region as a whole, between 
2001 and 2026, the difference amounts to around 4000 households or less 
than 1% of the total projected households at 2026. 

 
1.2. The purpose of this report is to provide background information on 

demographic characteristics of the Region to aid an understanding of the 
options, which have been published for consultation. As such, the important 
perspectives to be drawn from this document concern general overall levels 
and patterns of growth in different parts of the Region, the underpinning 
patterns of migration and the changing characteristics of households. 

 
2. 2003-Based Population Projections, Trends and Assumptions 
 
2.1. The household projections are based upon the 2003-based population 

projections released by ONS. The projections are trend based and set out 
what will happen if past demographic trends continue in the future.  These 
figures assume a particular level of migration into the West Midlands local 
authorities, which does not reflect particular polices contained in the RSS. 
They also do not consider the housing capacity of particular areas and taken 
on their own cannot be treated as an indicator of housing demand.  

 
2.2. Details of the 2003-based Population Projections, as well as the past trends 

and assumptions that have been used to produce them, are presented here. 
 
Table 1 - Population Change by Broad Age Group for the West Midlands 
Region from 2003-based ONS Projections 

Source – 2003-based ONS Population Projections 
 
Table 1 above shows population change for the Region by broad age group from 
the 2003-based population projections. Full results by Local Authority of the 
2003-based population projections can be seen in Appendix 2, Table A. 
 
Main points from the 2003-based ONS Population Projections are as follows;- 
 
2.3. By 2026 the regional population is projected to have increased by 367,900, 

an increase of around 7%. 
 
2.4. The greatest increase in population is among older persons. The 65-plus 

agegroup has a projected increase of 369,400 (44%). The 45-64 agegroup 
also shows a substantial increase of 167,200 over the 25-year period. 

 

Age-Group 2001 2026 Change Perc. Change 

0-14 1,024,900 962,900 -62,000 -6.0% 

15-29 981,300 965,900 -15,400 -1.6% 

30-44 1,159,600 1,068,300 -91,300 -7.9% 

45-64 1,274,700 1,441,900 167,200 13.1% 

65-plus 842,200 1,211,600 369,400 43.9% 

TOTAL 5,282,700 5,650,600 367,900 7.0% 
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2.5. Younger agegroups have a projected decline of numbers, with the 30-44 age 
group especially prevalent, falling by around 91,300. 

 
2.6. The Metropolitan Area is projected to experience a population increase of 

5.2% (132,400), including 120,700 in Birmingham, compared to an increase 
of 8.7% (235,500) outside the Met Area. 

 
2.7. Largest increases outside the Met Areas are projected to be in Warwickshire. 

The county has a projected increase of 19%, with the southern districts of 
Warwickshire the main contributors. The Worcestershire increase is 
projected to be 57,200 (10.5%). 

 
 
2003-Based Population Projections – Full Migration Assumptions 
 
2.8. The ONS assumptions on migration for the 2003-based ONS population 

projections were released for internal (England) migration and International 
migration defined as outside England.  

 
2.9. It should be noted here that DCLG did not release assumptions for separate 

migration flows EXCEPT the two listed above for Outside England and 
Internal. Work on other migration streams is therefore limited to estimates 
using previous trends. 

 
2.10. Tables 2 & 3 show the migration assumptions in terms of Population for 

the West Midlands used in the 2003-Based sub national population 
projections. An example of how the total migration figure for 2023 is 
calculated is shown below (cited in Table 4 below). 

 
Net International Migration (Outside England) - +8,000 per annum (Table 2) 
Net Migration from England (Other regions) -  -900 per annum (Table 3) 

 
Therefore total migration for the West Midlands in 2023 will be: 
8,000 – 900 = 7,100. 
 

Table 2:  ONS Migration Assumptions for West Midlands and Anywhere outside 
England (Net Population Change), 2004-28 

County 2004 2008 2013 2018 2023 2028 

Herefordshire UA -100 100 100 100 100 100 

Stoke-on-Trent UA 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Telford and Wrekin UA -400 -200 -200 -200 -200 -200 

Shropshire County -700 -300 -300 -300 -300 -300 

Staffordshire County -1,200 -700 -700 -700 -700 -700 

Warwickshire County 1,000 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 

Worcestershire -300 0 0 0 0 0 

Birmingham 6,500 7,000 7,000 7,000 7,000 7,000 

Coventry 600 800 800 800 800 800 

Dudley -100 100 100 100 100 100 

Sandwell 0 200 200 200 200 200 

Solihull -600 -400 -400 -400 -400 -400 

Walsall  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wolverhampton 400 400 400 400 400 400 

West Midlands 
Region 

5,100 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000 

Source: taken from the 2003-Based ONS Population Projection Migration Assumptions 
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Table 3: ONS Migration Assumptions for the West Midlands Region and Other 
Regions in England (Net Population Change), 2004-28 

County 2004 2008 2013 2018 2023 2028 

Herefordshire UA 1,200 1,200 1,300 1,300 1,500 1,600 

Stoke-on-Trent UA -1,500 -1,200 -1,000 -700 -500 -400 

Telford and Wrekin UA 600 600 500 500 500 600 

Shropshire County 1,700 1,800 2,000 2,300 2,300 2,500 

Staffordshire County 3,000 3,100 3,400 3,900 4,200 4,500 

Warwickshire County 2,300 2,100 2,100 1,900 1,700 1,600 

Worcestershire 2,200 2,300 2,700 3,000 3,100 3,200 

Birmingham -8,400 -9,400 -10,400 -11,100 -11,500 -12,100 

Coventry -1,800 -1,500 -1,300 -1,200 -1,100 -1,100 

Dudley -300 -200 -100 -100 0 100 

Sandwell -1,100 -900 -800 -700 -700 -600 

Solihull 100 400 500 600 700 900 

Walsall  -900 -800 -700 -600 -600 -500 

Wolverhampton -1,400 -1,200 -1,200 -1,000 -900 -900 

West Midlands 
Region 

-4,300 -3,600 -3,000 -2,000 -900 -500 

Source: taken from the 2003-Based ONS Population Projection Migration Assumptions 

 
2.11. Table 3 above shows the ONS migration assumptions between the West 

Midlands Region and the rest of England. 
 
2.12. ONS has projected a decrease for the Regional net loss in population to 

the rest of England, from –4,300 in 2004 to –500 in 2028. The past figures do 
show a trend with a definite decrease in the loss since 1996-97 from around -
10,000 in that year to –1,300 in 2004-05. It is probably too early to tell 
whether such a decrease will continue into the future, as a number of 
different factors are likely to be involved. It has to be said though that the –
4,300 figure projected for 2004 looks like a large outflow compared to the 
2003-04 and 2004-05 figures of –3,500 and –1,300 (Appendix 2 Table B). 
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Table 4: Total Migration Assumptions for the West Midlands Region & the 
Counties (Net Population Change), 2004-281 

County 

Av. 
Annual 
net Mig 

1999-2005 

2004 2008 2013 2018 2023 2028 

Herefordshire UA 1,517 1,000 1,300 1,400 1,500 1,600 1,700 

Stoke-on-Trent UA -1,233 -1,500 -1,100 -900 -700 -400 -300 

Telford and Wrekin UA 767 300 400 300 300 300 300 

Shropshire County 1,866 1,000 1,500 1,700 1,900 2,100 2,200 

Staffordshire County 2,267 1,800 2,300 2,600 3,000 3,400 3,800 

Warwickshire County 5,283 3,300 3,300 3,200 3,100 3,000 2,900 

Worcestershire 2,734 1,800 2,300 2,600 2,900 3,100 3,200 

Metropolitan Area -7,332 -6,800 -5,700 -5,900 -6,200 -6,000 -6,300 

Birmingham -3,833 -1,900 -2,400 -3,500 -4,200 -4,500 -5,200 

Coventry -750 -1,100 -700 -600 -500 -300 -300 

Dudley -250 -300 -100 0 0 0 100 

Sandwell -650 -1,100 -800 -600 -600 -500 -500 

Solihull -133 -400 -100 100 200 300 400 

Walsall -1,283 -1,000 -800 -600 -600 -500 -400 

Wolverhampton -433 -1,000 -800 -700 -500 -500 -400 

West Midlands 
Region 

5,869 800 4,300 5,000 6,100 7,000 7,500 

Source: taken from the 2003-Based ONS Population Projection Migration Assumptions 
 

2.13. A comparison between the derived figure from the ONS future 
assumptions and the average annual net migration over the last 6 years is 
included in Table 4 above.  

 
2.14. Within the Metropolitan Area, Solihull and Dudley both show a reverse of 

net migration from a net loss in 2004 to a net gain in 2028. Each of the other 
Met districts also show a much-reduced net loss at the end of the projection. 
Stoke-on-Trent also follows this trend. The exception to this is Birmingham, 
which shows a considerably increased net loss.  

 
2.15. Each of the Shire Counties, along with Herefordshire, show a substantial 

increase in net gain over the projection. 
 
2.16. The migration assumptions used in the 2003 population projections 

covering the period up to 2028 have now been examined. It is now worth 
comparing these to past migration trends over the last 25 years and to 
examine the likelihood of these future trends occurring.  

 
International (Overseas) Migration 
 
2.17. International migration here is defined as migration in and out of the UK. 

ONS include international migration from asylum seekers and visitor 
switchers (those who initially apply as visitors and subsequently successfully 
request to stay permanently). It should be noted that these figures exclude 
the major migration coming from Eastern Europe after EU Accession in May 
2004, which may result in added housing pressure on the Region.  

 
2.18. Figure 1 shows the level of international (Overseas) migration into and out 

of the region. Between 2000-2004 there has been significant net inward 

                                              
1
 Please note that figures in Tables 2-4 will not necessarily sum due to slight rounding errors 
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migration into the region. This is largely a product of flows into the region and 
changes in nationality.  

 
2.19. Tables of migration figures for the Region between 1979-2005, including 

the ONS assumptions for future years, are included in Appendix 2 Tables B-
E. 

 
Figure 1: International Migration in terms of Population for West Midlands 
Region, 1992-2005 
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 Source; International Data from IPS (International Passenger Survey) 

 
 
2.20. International (Overseas) Migration into the West Midlands has varied 

greatly year on year. This partly reflects changes in Government policy 
towards migration and partly reflects world events (e.g. EU expansion). 
Because of this it is very difficult to predict future trends with any confidence.  
The assumption of net inward migration to the region being around 11,000 
assumes current trends will continue (Appendix 2, Table C). It should be 
noted that these figures exclude the major migration from Eastern European 
after EU Accession in May 2004, which may result in greater housing 
pressures on the West Midlands Region. 

 
2.21. Recent work carried out by Alan Holmans suggests that initially 

international migrants do not have the same propensity to form households 
as the resident population. After about ten years they tend to assume the 
household formation characteristics of the resident population. The result of 
this lag in household formation is that fewer households will be formed by a 
particular number of international migrants than would be the case if they 
were UK migrants. 

 
2.22. For the 2003-based projections, ONS have assumed that the 11,000 

population gains from migration for the West Midlands will continue into the 
future. As has already been mentioned these assumptions were derived 
before EU Accession and the possible resultant migration from Eastern 
Europe, which would tend to suggest this figure may be rather lower than 
what will actually be observed, at least in the short term. 
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Migration - Rest of the UK 
 
2.23. Figure 2 shows migration between the West Midlands and the rest of the 

UK (excluding England, i.e. Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland).  
 
Figure 2: Net Migration in terms of Population into the West Midlands from UK 
(Outside England), 1979 - 2005 
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Source:  National Health Service Central Register; General Register Office for Scotland; 

Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 

 
2.24. Migration between the West Midlands and the rest of the UK (i.e. Wales, 

Northern Ireland and Scotland) has been relatively constant at a loss of 
around 2,000-3,000 for the past five years. This figure is not expected to vary 
greatly in the future (see Appendix 2, Table C). 

 
2.25. The largest of these net outflows has been to Wales, (see Figure 3 below) 

which may be linked to both pre-retirement and migration of families. The 45-
64 and 25-44 agegroups each make up about a quarter of the Region’s total 
net loss to Wales.  

 
Figure 3: Net Migration in terms of Population into the West Midlands from 
Wales, 1979 – 2005 
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Source – National Health Service Central Register 



15 

 
 
2.26. Figure 3 shows the West Midlands migration with Wales. This has tended 

to be a net loss in the order of 1,500 to 3,000 per annum in the last few 
years, and is obviously the main driver in the Region’s losses to the UK 
outside England. It should be noted for completeness however that migration 
to Scotland is tending to show an increase, with the West Midlands recording 
losses of around 1,200 per annum in the last 2 years. 

 
2.27. Based on ONS International (Outside England) figures (Appendix 2, Table 

C) and assumptions on Overseas figures that the 11,000 gains for the West 
Midlands will continue into the future (Appendix 2, Table D), projected figures 
for the UK outside England in Appendix 2, Table E are the derived difference. 

 
Migration - Other Regions of England 
 
2.28. Migration between the West Midlands and other regions within England 

have varied greatly as house prices, changes in affordability etc, have taken 
effect. The assumption of a decrease in net outward migration is likely to be 
heavily influenced by the strength of the regional economy and the level of 
house building in the South-East. 

 
Figure 4: Migration in terms of Population between West Midlands and Other 
Regions of England, 1979 – 2005 
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Source:  National Health Service Central Register 

 
2.29. Although there is still a net loss, outward migration from the West 

Midlands to other regions in England has been lower in recent years 
(averaging around –2,600 per annum since 2000).  This reduction in outward 
migration is primarily the result of a change in migration patterns between the 
West Midlands and the South-East (see Figure 5). 

 
Migration With London & the South-East 
 
2.30. During the 1980’s and 1990’s there was a net outflow from the West 

Midlands to London and South East Region. Indeed, this annual net loss was 
as high as 3,300 in the period 1995-97. Since 2000 this trend has been 
reversed with a net inflow of migration to the West Midlands occurring. This 
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shows how the relationship between these two areas has changed in recent 
times, and is the reason this migration stream has been included. 

 
Figure 5: Net Migration in terms of Population into the West Midlands from the 
London/South East Region, 1979-2005 
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 Source:  National Health Service Central Register 
 
2.31. The largest net gains from the South East/London Region were recorded 

in Herefordshire, Shropshire and Warwickshire, with Worcestershire also 
showing a significant gain from London and the South East. Movements 
between the West Midlands and the South East/London region can be found 
in Appendix 2 Table F. 

 
Migration With the South West 
 
Figure 6: Net Migration in terms of Population into the West Midlands from the 
South West Region, 1979-2005 
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Source:  National Health Service Central Register 
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2.32. The West Midlands has tended to lose an average of about 3,300 

migrants per annum in net terms to the South West over the last five or six 
years. This has largely been the case for previous years, although slightly 
larger losses were recorded in the early 80’s, with lower losses in the late 
80’s and early 90’s. 

 
2.33. The largest net loss to the South West over the last 5 years was recorded 

in Birmingham, with Worcestershire, Staffordshire and Warwickshire also 
showing major net losses to that Region. 

 
Migration With the East Midlands 
 
Figure 7: Net Migration in terms of Population into the West Midlands from the 
East Midlands Region, 1979-2005 

 

-3,000

-2,500

-2,000

-1,500

-1,000

-500

0

1
9
7
9
-8

0

1
9
8
1
-8

2

1
9
8
3
-8

4

1
9
8
5
-8

6

1
9
8
7
-8

8

1
9
8
9
-9

0

1
9
9
1
-9

2

1
9
9
3
-9

4

1
9
9
5
-9

6

1
9
9
7
-9

8

1
9
9
9
-0

0

2
0
0
1
-0

2

2
0
0
3
-0

4

Year

N
u

m
b

e
rs

 
Source:  National Health Service Central Register 

 
2.34. Net losses to the East Midlands have been substantial over the past few 

years, an average of around 2,200 in 2000-05. The trend since 2000-01 has 
seen a reduction in net losses from 2,700 in 2000-01 to around 1,600 in 
2004-05. It is too early to tell whether this is a definite change in the nature of 
migration flows with the East Midlands, or just a fluctuation. 

 
2.35. The largest net losses to the East Midlands over the last 5 years were 

recorded in the eastern shires of Warwickshire and Staffordshire, with the 
Metropolitan districts of Birmingham and Coventry also major contributors to 
the net loss. 
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Migration With the North West 
 
Figure 8: Net Migration in terms of Population into the West Midlands from the 
North West Region, 1979-2005 
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Source:  National Health Service Central Register 

 
2.36. Migration flows with the North West Region have tended to fluctuate in 

recent times. Small net gains for the West Midlands in the 90’s seem to have 
changed to net losses since 1999-2000. The average net loss over the period 
2000-05 for the West Midlands is around 400. 

 
2.37. Largest net loss to the North West Region over the past 5 years was 

recorded in Stoke-on-Trent. Shropshire shows a net gain from this Region. 
 
Intra-Regional Migration within the West Midlands 
 
2.38. Full details of net movements within the West Midlands Region are 

contained in Appendix 2, Table G.  
 
2.39. For completeness, Figure 9 below shows the average net migration of the 

major flows for each of the Counties, UA’s and Metropolitan districts in the 
Region for the 1999-2005 period. The net losses for Birmingham and the 
Metropolitan Area and the corresponding gains to the surrounding shires can 
be clearly seen. Areas that show losses to the South West and East 
Midlands, as well as those areas showing net gains from the South 
East/London Area, can also be identified. 
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Figure 9 – Average Net Migration Flows in terms of Population between 
Metropolitan Districts, Counties & UA’s of the West Midlands, 1999-2005 
 

Source – NHSCR origin/destination data 1999-2005 
 
 
 
3. 2003- Based Household Projections by Regional Level, Type and Age 
 
3.1. Table 5 below show the change in the number of households by type and 

age across the West Midlands region between 2001-2026 (definition of 
household types are contained in Appendix 1) 
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Table 5 – Household Change by Type and Age of Household Representative for 
the West Midlands Region, 2001-26 
 
  15-29 30-44 45-64 65-plus All Ages 

Total 
Change 

-21,236 -127,376 -76,781 101,184 -124,209 
Married 
Couple Percentage 

Change 
-49.30% -40.10% -16.60% 41.90% -11.70% 

Total 
Change 

15,472 50,620 63,956 12,408 142,456 
Co-habiting 
Couple Percentage 

Change 
28.20% 62.50% 180.30% 196.60% 80.10% 

Total 
Change 

10,633 32,117 11,221 1,483 55,454 
Lone Parent 

Percentage 
Change 

26.80% 34.80% 43.30% 67.90% 34.60% 

Total 
Change 

14,229 72,337 140,327 118,351 345,244 
One Person 

Percentage 
Change 

24.30% 62.30% 86.20% 41.80% 55.70% 

Total 
Change 

6,103 4,504 5,037 9,086 24,730 
Other Multi-
Person Percentage 

Change 
30.90% 24.30% 10.60% 19.10% 18.50% 

Total 
Change 

25,201 32,202 143,760 242,512 443,675 
Total 
Households Percentage 

Change 
11.70% 5.10% 19.60% 41.80% 20.60% 

Source – Anglia projection using same assumptions as 2003-based household projections 
 

The key points from Table 5 are as follows;- 
 
3.2. Overall in the Region there is expected to be an increase of 443,700 

households between 2001-2026. 
 
3.3. The decrease in the number of Married Couple Households (-124,200) is 

broadly matched by the increase in the number of Cohabiting Couple 
Households (+142,500).  

 
3.4. Couple Households (Married and Cohabiting) are only expected to increase 

by 18,200, representing only 4.1% of the total increase in households 
between 2001-2026. 

 
3.5. The main driver of change is the increase in the number of One-Person 

households, which is expected to increase by 345,200. 
 
3.6. This increase is particularly concentrated in the 45-64 years age category not 

just the young and elderly groups as might be expected.  This is likely to be a 
reflection of a changing population structure and perhaps most significantly a 
change in marital status, an increase in the break-up of households and more 
people living alone. 

 
3.7. The increase in elderly (65+) One-Person households is still significant with 

an expected increase of 118,400. This is likely to be the product of an 
increasing life expectancy and increasing numbers of separated older 
people. 
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4. Sub-Regional Level Household Projections 
 
4.1. Appendix 3, Table A and Figures 10 & 11 show the change in the number of 

households across the districts of the West Midlands between 2001-2026. 
Tables B-F and Figures A & B in Appendix 3 show the change in the number 
of households by type and age. 

 
The key points from Tables A-F and Appendix 3 are as follows;- 
 
4.2. Nearly one-quarter (23.6%) of the increase in total households will occur 

within Birmingham (Appendix 3, Table A).  
 
4.3. Figure 11 shows that the south of the region and parts of North Shropshire 

will experience a relatively large percentage increase in households up to 
2026. 

 
4.4. The decline in the number of Married Couple Households is particularly 

pronounced within the Metropolitan Areas and Stoke-on-Trent (Table B). 
 
4.5. The decline in Married Couple Households is less pronounced in the shire 

authorities and this is likely to be a product of migration of families from the 
metropolitan areas into these areas. 

 
4.6. Nearly 55% of the increase in Lone Parent Households will occur in 

Birmingham (Table E). Overall, over three-quarters of the increase (76.7%) in 
Lone Parent Households will be in the Metropolitan Areas.  

 
4.7. In terms of percentage change there will be large increases in the number of 

Lone Parent Households in Malvern Hills (+59.7%) and Warwick (84.5%). It 
should be noted that this increase is from a low base. 

 
4.8. Figures A & B illustrate the increase in One-Person Households on a district 

basis. In terms of numbers Birmingham once will again experience a 
significant increase relative to other districts (Figure A).  

 
4.9. In percentage terms the increase in One-Person Households is relatively 

high in three distinct areas of the region  (parts of North Shropshire, Central 
and East Staffordshire and South Warwickshire and Wychavon). It also worth 
noting that there will be a relatively low percentage increase in One-Person 
Households in the major urban areas. 

 
4.10. The increase in One-Person Households is particularly high in rural 

districts such as North Shropshire (77.1%), Stratford (78.3%) and Wychavon 
(77.9%). This is likely to be a product of demographic factors e.g. the 
increase in the number of older people. For example, One-Person 
Households aged 45+ in Wychavon account for 78% of the total One-Person 
Households (in 2001) compared to Birmingham where it is much lower at 
66%. Given that the percentage change in One-Person Households between 
2001-2026 is much higher in Wychavon (77.9%) than in Birmingham (51.1%) 
it suggests that it is One-Person Households aged 45+ that is driving this 
increase.  
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Figure 10: Change in Total Households by LA, 2001-2 026 

 
Source: ONS 2003-based projections and projections from Anglia Ruskin. 

 
 

Figure 11: Percentage Change in Total Households by  LA, 2001-2026 

 
Source: ONS 2003-based projections and projections from Anglia Ruskin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


