West Midlands Regional Technical Advisory Body for Waste

Chair: Adrian Cooper, Shropshire Council


Minutes of Meeting of Regional Technical Advisory Body

14th May 2009
Oak Farm Hotel, Cannock
1. Attendance

	Adrian Cooper
	Chair - Shropshire Council

	Andrew Orchard
	GOWM

	Angela Graham
	Scott Wilson Ltd

	Bruce Braithwaite
	Staffordshire CC, WMRA Waste Policy Lead

	Brian Dore
	Birmingham CC

	Bryn Walters
	East Midlands RTAB

	Chris Blakeley
	WMRA

	Dave Coxill
	Telford and Wrekin Council

	David Piper
	Dudley MBC

	Dawn Harris
	Walsall MBC

	Debbie Holihead
	Staffordshire CC

	Fred Gallagher
	GOWM

	Jake Berriman
	Shropshire CC

	Jeff Rhodes
	Biffa/ ESA

	Jeremy Swanson
	Environment Agency

	Jo Cornock
	Environment Agency

	Joanna Holland
	Cory Environmental

	Martin Everett
	Environment Agency

	Nick Dean 
	Worcestershire CC

	Peter Hopkins
	Robert Hopkins Ltd

	Ray Colbourne
	GOWM

	Tim Baldwin
	AWM

	Peter Field
	RTAB Technical Secretary


1.1
Apologies were received from Chris Crean, Craig Rowbottom, Derek Greedy, Eva Neale, Ian Humphreys, Jane Wormald, Julie Castree-Denton, Mark Rowley, Mohammed Salim, Richard Hammersley, and Susan Juned. 

2
Minutes of meeting on 12th March 2009
2.1
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record. There were no matters arising other than those included on the agenda. 
3.
RSS Review – update on EIP
3.1
BB reported that the EIP had opened on 28th April, and that waste matters would be examined on 27th May. Relevant papers are available on the PINS website, and the questions regarding waste will be published in advance of the discussion. A number of RTAB members confirmed that they intended to be present. 
4.
Landfill Diversion Strategy
4.1
TB outlined progress with implementation of the Waste Infrastructure Development Programme, including the investment and awareness projects. The preparation of the Waste Diversion Strategy is almost complete. The consultants (DTZ and SLR) have prepared GIS maps which locate individual waste streams and other attributes such as patterns of energy demand. An electronic tool will allow these to be overlain to identify ‘hotspots’ where infrastructure might be appropriately located. Current work is focussing on prioritising possible sites/ locations as exemplars. The Strategy and tool (excluding site specific information) will be published and freely available in June. The Waste Infrastructure Advisory Group will consider its future role at its next meeting. TB thanked those members of RTAB who had contributed to the work of the Group to date.
4.2
CB asked about the alignment between this work and the RSS. BB confirmed that the underlying methodologies were compatible, and that the Strategy provided a flexible tool to take forward the RSS strategy. JR commented that the tool would add value and knowledge to assist the work of WPAs, and the Chair suggested that it would help WPAs to allocate sites through the WDFs. 
4.3
The potential sensitivities of identifying sites for consideration were recognised by several members, but TB encouraged RTAB members to put forward additional sites (such as those identified in existing plans) as soon as possible.
5.
Waste Data

(a) Update on national work on C&I arisings

5.1
The Chair outlined the background to the national work, commissioned by the 9 RTABs and co-ordinated by East of England, to produce estimates of C&I waste arisings. This work is now complete and results have been circulated. The project output includes a modelling tool that allows assumptions to be changed over time. Some issues of accuracy have been identified; AC asked to be informed of any further issues as soon as possible.

5.2
JR felt that the work would be useful to the private sector, and suggested that it should be more widely publicised and accessible. 

Agreed:

(a) Any comments on accuracy to be notified to AC as soon as possible.

(b) TB to explore including findings on the AWM website.
(b) Update on landfill capacity

5.3
Angela Graham presented an overview of Scott Wilson’s work to update the survey of landfill capacity in the Region. Copies of her presentation were tabled. The work has updated information on site capacities and modelled the implications of additional scenarios to reflect changes in the economy, national waste strategy targets and landfill tax increases to 2010. The main conclusion from the work is that in the worst case new capacity might be required by 2019/20 and the process to release additional capacity would need to begin by 2014/15. Economic circumstances might either bring forward or defer these dates, and new alternative infrastructure would need to be provided if the dates were to be pushed back substantially (to 2023/24 and beyond) as envisaged in other scenarios. Policy implications arising from this work include the need to firm up the underlying C&I and C&D waste data and consider revised targets in line with Waste Strategy 2007 in a future (early) review of RSS. 
5.4
PH commented that the waste industry has definitely experienced a downturn in recent months as a result of the recession, and that changes in regulations would reduce the need for hazardous waste landfill capacity. The Chair asked about the implications of post 2010 landfill tax changes; AG responded that the impact assessments did not provide this information. JR suggested that, since the planning system could not make valid assumptions regarding the likelihood of investment in other types of infrastructure as opposed to landfill, plans should be based on the worst case scenario. 
5.5
BB invited comments on the draft report before this is finalised. CB asked how and to whom the results of the study are to be reported. It was agreed that this needed further careful consideration.
Agreed:

(a) Comments on the draft report to BB by the end of May.

(b) Consideration of how and to whom to report the findings at next RTAB.

(c) Regional database of waste management facilities and capacity
5.6
BB confirmed that the results of the SLR Study update are now on the WMRA website, in the form of maps and a database. A spreadsheet and guidance notes are available to download. It has been agreed that Mott MacDonald will act as ‘gatekeeper’ and the process will be subsumed within the wider regional strategic monitoring work.
5.7
CB suggested that the Regional Planning Officers Group should be appraised of the work. BB agreed to attend a meeting of the Group. He will also be making presentations in Oxford and Sussex on the approach taken in the Region. 
6.
Progress on Plans and Developments

(a) Black Country: the waste study is almost complete, and the Core Strategy final document is due to be published in Autumn 2009. DP reported that Biogen were claiming to have signed ‘heads of terms’ for a 120Kt plant in Dudley.
(b) Staffordshire: site assessments are underway, and a ‘front-loading’ session with the inspectorate is scheduled for July. 

(c) Telford: are processing an application for a 60Kt efw plant on a SITA landfill site.

(d) Shropshire: Core Strategy Issues and Options have been published, the next stage is planned for the summer, and the final plan is due to be published December/ January and submitted in the spring of 2010. Site allocation work will take place from summer 2010. An application for a 90Kt efw plant at Battlefields has been submitted.
(e) Worcestershire: are working towards Issues and Options.

(f) Birmingham: Core Strategy Preferred Option to be published summer 2009; the Big City Plan will be subsumed. A study is to be commissioned to develop the evidence base. 

7.
Other RTABs Business
East Midlands

7.1
Bryn Walters reported that the East Midlands RSS was formally adopted in March 2009. A Partial Review (waste policies not included) had started in October 2008. The East Midlands RTAB is also considering C&I waste and capacity issues. The Leicestershire Waste and Minerals Core Strategy has been found to be sound.

8.
Any other Business
8.1
CB confirmed that work to develop the new structure of Regional Partnerships is underway. Introduction of new regional working arrangements is expected to be gradual. He is advocating that work on waste at the regional level should continue as present and under the ‘environmental planning’ grouping.

10.
Dates and Venues for Future Meetings

Agreed:

(a) 16th July 2009 - venue to be determined

The meeting was followed by a visit to the new MRF at Four Ashes. RTAB would like to express their gratitude to Steve Mitchell and his staff for a very interesting and illuminating tour of the facility. 
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0121 353 0903/ 07717 708349

field@clara.co.uk


