West Midlands Regional Technical Advisory Body for Waste

Chair: Adrian Cooper, Shropshire County Council


Minutes of Meeting of Regional Technical Advisory Body

11th September 2008

St Matthews Church Centre, Walsall

1.
Attendance 

Adrian Cooper
Chair – Shropshire County Council

Bruce Braithwaite
Staffordshire CC, WMRA Waste Policy Lead

Andrew Orchard
GOWM

Chris Blakeley
WMRA

Chris Crean
Sustainability West Midlands/ FoE

Dave Coxill
Telford & Wrekin Council

David Piper
Dudley MBC

Dawn Harris
Walsall MBC

Debbie Jones
Environment Agency

Derek Greedy
Warwickshire CC

Fred Gallagher
GOWM

Jane Wormald
Herefordshire Council

Jeff Rhodes
Biffa/ ESA

Kazi Hussein
AWM

Liam Cowden
Shropshire CC

Lucy Botterill
Worcestershire CC

Marianne Joynes
Worcestershire CC

Martin Everett
Environment Agency

Mohammed Salim
Sandwell MBC

Nick Dean 
Worcestershire CC

Peter Hopkins
Robert Hopkins Ltd

Siobhan Riddle
Herefordshire Council

Susan Juned
NISP

Tim Baldwin
AWM

Peter Field
Technical Secretary

1.1
Apologies were received from Brian Dore, Craig Rowbottom, Debbie Holihead, Joanne Colvin, Katherine Kynaston, Mark Rowley, and Rob Haigh. 

1.2
The Chair informed the Group that Gerald Owen had left Cory and that in future Joanne Colvin would attend RTAB in his place. The Chair expressed his thanks to Gerald for his contributions to RTAB over many years, and wished him success in the future.

1.3
The Chair thanked Walsall for hosting the meeting, and particularly Dawn Harris and Peter Field for their hard work in making the arrangements for the meeting and site visit.

2.
Minutes of meeting on 4th June 2008 

2.1
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record. There were no matters arising that were not included on the agenda.

3.
Minutes of joint WMWF/ RTAB meeting on 23rd July 2008

3.1
The Chair and AO felt that the meeting had been a success, with very useful contributions from the EA and others. Some RTAB members felt that the number of WMWF representatives attending had been disappointing. 

NB Link to minutes: 

http://www.gos.gov.uk/gowm/EnvironmentRural/EandRWaste/?a=42496
4.
Waste Infrastructure Advisory Group (WIAG)

4.1
TB outlined the main conclusions and priorities arising from the meeting of the WIAG on 22nd July. He had subsequently met with the Chair of WIAG, Peter Jones, to consider the key actions needed to take the work forward, and these would be reported to the next meeting of the WIAG on 16th October. In the meantime, some work is being carried out to establish the waste carbon value and potential markets for waste that is currently landfilled, and a more extensive piece of work will be commissioned in due course.

4.2
DG suggested that future work should have full regard to lifecycle assessment methodologies already in place, such as the EA’s ‘WRATE’ system for municipal waste, and at TB’s request agreed to help in the preparation of the Project Brief for the work.

4.3
CB asked how the work would be integrated with that of the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership, and TB confirmed that the membership of WIAG included a representative of the RIEP. He was aware also of the need to integrate closely with the work of other organisations, including NISP which would also be represented on the Group.

4.4
PH asked whether the work would address the amount of waste that was currently being exported abroad. TB confirmed that this was a concern, that a carbon tax might in future render this route less attractive, and that it was increasingly being recognised that we need to capture more of the value locally, whilst recognising and working with economic realities.

4.5
The Chair noted that WIAG’s terms of reference gave RTAB an important role in providing support and assistance. CB suggested that in due course, RTAB’s terms of reference would need to be addressed in the context of the Sub National Review’s outcomes and the ongoing review of regional mechanisms. It was agreed that in the meantime the respective roles of WIAG and RTAB were mutually supportive and RTAB’s current terms of reference accommodated this relationship. It was noted that a representative of the West Midlands Regional Observatory would be invited to attend future RTAB meetings.

5.
RSS review

5.1
BB observed that the Nathaniel Lichfield report on new housing proposals was due out in early October. Following this, it will be necessary to do some additional technical work on the additional treatment and disposal capacity required and its broad sub-regional distribution.

6.
Annual Monitoring Reports and Data Issues

6.1
BB updated the Group on the proposed national study to improve data on C&I waste arisings, and changes to the EA’s reporting procedures for C&I waste that will improve information on where waste is managed. The Chair added that the national RTAB group’s work on the waste evidence base for future SIRS had been well received.

6.2
CB commented that, in this Region, work is underway to prepare the SIRS Project Plan, and this includes consideration of the evidence base. It is opportune, therefore, to highlight any required changes to the monitoring specification for waste for inclusion in this process.

Agreed:

(a) A Task and Finish Group to be established to explore how regional monitoring of waste can be co-ordinated to ensure consistency across the region and with the Regional Transition Arrangements. 

(b) The Group is to comprise AC, CB, DH, DJ, ND, TB and a representative of the WMRO. 

(c) The Group is to make recommendations to the next meeting of RTAB.

7. 
Progress on Plans and Developments

(a)
Warwickshire: the Core Strategy is on hold, pending resolution of issues relating to the Municipal Waste Strategy. 

(b)
Black Country: Core Strategy delayed pending outcome of regional housing work.

(c)
Herefordshire: Entec have been commissioned to prepare the evidence base for the Core Strategy waste policies.

(d)
Staffordshire: implementation of the Municipal Waste Strategy is progressing, with the planning application for a sub-regional facility expected to be considered by Committee in November.

(e)
Telford: a planning application for an energy from waste facility has been submitted by SITA; this has given rise to a request from the Health Authority for a health impact assessment, notwithstanding PPC requirements and advice to the contrary. This has also been an issue in Worcestershire, and is something that could be addressed at a future RTAB meeting.

(f)
Worcestershire: hope to adopt a revised LDS, following which work on Issues and Options will resume.

(g)
Shropshire: work has begun on a Core Strategy which will include waste policies. The 27 year contract with Veolia is now operational. An application for an energy recovery plant in Shrewsbury is expected shortly.

8. 
Any Other Business

8.1
Non-Nuclear Waste Board: DG reported that at a recent meeting it had been stressed that Core Strategies and other plans should include proposals for the management of low level radioactive waste. Several members expressed concern and suggested that GOWM guidance on this was required. 

Agreed:

To consider this at the next meeting (DG).

9.
Dates and Venues for Next Meetings

(a) November 2008 – date and venue to be advised; the possibility of a visit to the Ricoh factory in Telford is being explored.

(b) 15th January 2009 – venue to be determined.

PF 17th September 2008

Technical secretary - Peter Field

0121 353 0903/ 07717 708349

field@clara.co.uk


