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1 Derelict Land Survey
1.1 Point of contact 
James Dunham, Integrated Transport Birmingham, Mott MacDonald Ltd: james.dunham@mottmac.com

Maurice Barlow, Planning Services, Solihull MBC: mauricebarlow@solihull.gov.uk
1.2 Purpose of the Surveys

The ‘Regional Spatial Strategy Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide’ (ODPM December 2005) informs us that the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act, 2004 (Section 3) requires every Regional Planning Body to make an annual report to the Secretary of State containing information on the implementation of the Regional Spatial Strategy and the extent to which the policies set out in the strategy are being achieved.  The results from annual regional land use monitoring surveys are an integral part of this process and feed directly into the regional Annual Monitoring Report and regional Core Indicators.

The good practice guide further informs us that monitoring is essential to establish what is happening now, what may happen in the future and then compare these trends against existing policies and targets to determine what needs to be done. Monitoring helps to address questions such as: are policies achieving their objectives and in particular are they delivering sustainable development; have policies had unintended consequences; are the assumptions and objectives behind policies still relevant; and are the targets being achieved?

1.3 The Role of Mott MacDonald

Mott Macdonald Limited is contracted to maintain the site level regional monitoring land use surveys, provides analytical input to the Annual Monitoring Report and Core Indicators, and makes these data and mapping facilities available on Strat-e-gis.  Annual updates to the surveys are obtained either directly from all 30 individual local authorities within the West Midlands region or indirectly via the 14 strategic authorities.  Survey specifications are revised each year by technical representatives of the Regional Monitoring Officers Group.  Forms and layouts are amended by Mott MacDonald.  Surveys are disseminated to participants usually in the first week of April with a first week of August return deadline. Mott MacDonald processes the returned surveys and provides any data analysis required to monitor the Regional Spatial Strategy via the Annual Monitoring Report and Core Indicators.

The site level regional monitoring land use surveys, which relate to and monitor specific policies in the ‘Prosperity for All’ chapter of the Annual Monitoring Report are employment land, office developments, retail developments, and leisure developments and hotels.  The single site residential land survey relates to ‘Communities for the Future’, and greenbelt applications, derelict land, waste management facilities, and water quality relate to ‘Quality of the Environment’.  The policy leads for the three Regional Spatial Strategy topics are Birmingham, Worcestershire and Solihull.

1.4 Changes to the Survey

There are no changes to the survey this year.

1.5 Frequently Asked Questions

How should I record sites that are contaminated?

Only sites that are on the Statutory Contaminated Land Register should be recorded as having contaminated land present.

Should I record when land greens over and becomes a site of ecological importance?

When derelict land greens over and becomes a site of ecological importance it should be recorded as having been reclaimed and the appropriate after use recorded. 

What should be done when sites are no longer classified as derelict?

The reason for this (e.g. reclamation) should be recorded and the appropriate after use recorded.

What is the difference between this derelict land survey and the survey carried out by NLUD?

This survey monitors reclamation and after use, whereas the survey by NLUD does not.

When should sites leave the derelict land list?

A site should 'leave' (land coming off the derelict list) the database when it has been reclaimed, redefined or readjusted. If the site is no longer derelict, has been reclaimed, and has planning consent for housing, employment or mixed use then it should appear on the housing or employment land (RELS, offices, retail, leisure) databases.  If the derelict buildings have been cleared prior to planning consent but the site hasn't been fully reclaimed then it should appear on the derelict land database until fully reclaimed.
2 Specification for Derelict Land Survey 2010

2.1 Derelict Land Definition 
The Derelict Land Survey is a survey of derelict land in the West Midlands Region. The definition of Derelict Land includes (definition from NLUD): 

· Land so damaged by previous industrial or other development that it is incapable of beneficial use without treatment, where treatment includes any of the following: demolition, clearing of fixed structures or foundations and levelling.

· Abandoned and unoccupied buildings in an advanced state of disrepair i.e. with unsound roof(s).

However, excludes: 
· Land damaged by development which has been or is being restored for agriculture, forestry, woodland or other open countryside use.

· Land damaged by a previous development where the remains of any structure or activity have blended into the landscape in the process of time (to the extent that it can reasonably be considered as part of the natural surroundings), and where there is a clear reason that could outweigh the re-use of the site - such as its contribution to nature conservation - or it has subsequently been put to an amenity use and cannot be regarded as requiring redevelopment.

2.2 Data Specification for Derelict Land Survey

The following data is required by the West Midlands Regional Planning Assembly for regional planning guidance monitoring purposes. Please up date last year’s data by checking the accuracy of the current list, fill in any missing data and add any new sites to the list. In addition, please highlight any changes made to the survey. The following descriptions relate to numbers in the derelict land survey form.

Under each section please complete the form in the required format i.e. fields 1, 2, 6 and comments require a textual response, where as fields 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 require a numeric response.

1. Site reference - Reference used by the Local Authority in its own database, if applicable (textual response)

2. Address - Address or description sufficient to accurately locate the site including post code if possible (textual response).

3. Easting - A six figure easting for locating the site (numeric response).

4. Northing - A six figure northing for locating the site (numeric response).
5. Proposed use - The proposed use of the site should be one of the following (numeric response):
· 1 - Open Space

· 1A Green Space - Public

· 1B Green Space – Private

· 1C Woodland - Public

· 1D Woodland - Private

· 2 - Housing

· 3 - Industry

· 4 - Retail 

· 5 - Other/Mixed (please specify)

· 6 - Offices


· 7 - Not known

· 8 - None

6. NLUD reference - Please supply if the site has an appropriate National Land Use Database reference (textual response).
7. Type of dereliction – The type of dereliction should be one of the following categories, taken from the old DOE survey of derelict land (numeric response):
· 1
Spoil Heaps

· 1A Colliery spoil heaps

· 1B Metalliferous spoil heaps

· 1C Other spoil heaps

· 2
Excavations and pits

· 3
Military etc dereliction

· 4
Derelict Railway Land

· 5
Mining Subsidence etc

· 6
General Industrial Dereliction

· 7
Other forms of dereliction

8. Size of site - The size of the derelict land site (hectares) as at 31st March 2010 (numeric response). 
9. Amount defined as SSSI, SINC or Local Nature Reserve - The amount of the site (hectares) defined as one or more of these categories (numeric response).
10. Land coming off derelict list - This should list the amount (hectares) of land coming off that site between 1st April 2009 and 31st March 2010 (numeric response).
11. Reason for land coming off list - The reason for land coming off the derelict land list should be one of the following (numeric response):

· 1 - Reclamation 

· 2 - Redefined (All or part of site no longer defined as “derelict”)

· 3 - Adjusted (Site enlarged, reduced or re-measured)

12.  After use - The actual after use of any land coming off the list should be one of the following (numeric response):
· 1 Open Space

· 1A Green Space - Public

· 1B Green Space – Private

· 1C Woodland - Public

· 1D Woodland - Private

· 2 - Housing

· 3 - Industry

· 4 - Retail 

· 5 - Other/Mixed (please specify)

· 6 - Offices


· 7 - Site has greened over/become ecologically important

13. Contaminated land - Please indicate whether the site appears on the Statutory Contaminated Land register (numeric response):
· 0 - No

· 1 - Yes

14. Reclaimed with public sector support - Please indicate whether the site has been reclaimed with public sector support (i.e. English Partnerships, City Challenge, UDCs, ERDF, and SRB) (numeric response):
· 0 – No
· 1 – Yes (Please specify). 
15. Entry year - Please specify the entry year (2010) (numeric response).
Comments - Please include any comments for each entry. In addition, if any fields are blank please include a brief explanation (textual response).
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