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% of area exceeding the standard in 2010 
District 

NOx NO2 PM10 
Lichfield 22 0 0 
Malvern Hills 1 0 0 
Newcastle 52 0 1 
North Shropshire 0 0 0 
North Warwickshire 76 0 0 
Nuneaton and Bedworth 100 0 33 
Oswestry 0 0 0 
Redditch 20 0 0 
Rugby 55 0 1 
Sandwell 100 0 77 
Shrewsbury and Atcham 0 0 0 
Solihull 98 0 1 
South Shropshire 0 0 0 
South Staffordshire 27 0 0 
Stafford 21 0 0 
Staffordshire Moorlands 8 0 0 
Stoke 100 0 31 
Stratford 3 0 0 
Tamworth 59 0 22 
Telford and Wrekin 0 0 0 
Walsall 100 0 59 
Warwick 51 0 0 
Wolverhampton 78 1 31 
Worcester 48 0 0 
Wychavon 10 0 0 
Wyre Forest 1 0 1 

Source:  http://www.airquality.co.uk/archive/laqm/tools.php, 
http://www.naei.org.uk/data_warehouse.php  
 
 

G15.3 AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREAS (AQMAS) 

Local Authorities in the West Midlands which have AQMAs are listed below.  
Almost all of the AQMAs have been declared because of actual or potential 
breaches of National Air Quality Objectives for Nitrogen Dioxide, and in some 
cases from PM10 pollution from traffic, in particular from the M6. 
 

Table G15.3 Air Quality Management Areas in the West Midlands 
 

Authority Location Reason for 
AQMA(s) 

Birmingham The whole city. Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Bridgenorth An area encompassing Pound Street and the junction of of 
Whitburn Street and Salop Street. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Bromsgrove A number of residential properties surrounding the 
M42/A38 junction. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

An area around Hales Street, Trinity Street, Ironmonger 
Row and Burges/Cross Cheaping 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Coventry 

An area encompassing properties along Walsgrave Road 
between Brighton Street and Shakespeare Street. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 
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Authority Location Reason for 
AQMA(s) 

An area encompassing Queensland Road between 
Allesley Old Road and Abercom Road, Allesley Old Road 
between Mount Street and the Maudsley Public House, 
and Four Pounds Avenue up to its junction with Sunnyside 
Close. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area of Brierley Hill, Dudley bounded to the west by 
the railway line, to the east by the canal and to the south 
by the B4172, Delph Road 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Dudley 

An area encomapssing Dudley St, Vicar St, Dean St and 
Bullring, along with sections of adjoining roads. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Herefordshire The A49(T) corridor in Hereford, extending from Holmer 
Road in the north to Belmont Road in the south and 
extending east along New Market/Blue School Street and 
west along Eign Street as far as Barton Yard. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

North 
Warwickshire 

The area of Coleshill bounded by Stonebridge Road, 
Coleshill Heath Road, the M42 Motorawy, M6 Motorway 
and junction 4 of the M6. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Owestry The property known as Gate House situated on the 
junction of the A483 (between Sweeny Hall and Lllynclys 
Crossroads) and Albridge Lane. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Rugby The area covers the whole urban area of Rugby bounded 
by the southern boundary with Daventry District Council, 
A5, M6, minor roads to the west of Long Lawford, A45 and 
M45. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area between the M5, Birmingham Road Oldbury and 
the Blakely Hall Road 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area between the M6, Woodruff Way, Snapdragon 
Drive and Pimpernel Drive. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area between the M6, Wilderness Lane and 
Birmingham Road, Great Barr. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area between the M6, Longleat, Ragley Drive and 
Himley Close. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area between the M6, Scott Road and Birmingham 
Road, Great Barr. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Sandwell 

The area between the M6, Birmingham Road and Hillside 
Roade, Great Barr. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area comprising part of Hereford Road (A49) between 
Sharpstones Lane and Burgs Lane, and adjacent land 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The area comprising parts of Ditherington Road (A5191), 
Whitchurch Road (A5112), Sundorne Road (B5062) and 
Telford Way (A5112) and adjacent land. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Shrewsbury & 
Atcham 

The area comprising Frankwell, part of Bridge Street and 
Smithfield Road and adjacent land. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

The AQMA runs north - south and covers a narrow strip of 
residential properties, containing just over 100 houses, in 
the Cliff Vale (East) area of City. It is bordered to west by 
the A500(T) dual carriagway and to east by 
industrial/commercial properties adjacent to West Coast 
Rail Mainline. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Stoke on Trent 

An area incorporating properties either side of Burnham 
Street in Fenton, along with part of Brocksford street 
including the grounds of Queen's County Primary School. 

PM10 

An area aound the M6 (just north of J6) and Easington 
Canal. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

An area to the west of the Walsall Canal and the A454 
Wolverhampton Road. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Walsall 

An area between Jununction 8 of the M6 to just north of 
the point where the M6 is crossed by the A4038 Darlaston 
Road. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 
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Authority Location Reason for 
AQMA(s) 

An area around the junction of the A454 Mellish Road and 
the A461 Lichfield Road. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

An area around the Pellsall Lane and A461 Lichfield Road. Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

An area of South Town, Leamington Spa, centered on 
High Street, Clemens Street and Bath Street. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

An area in the centre of Warwick running along High Street 
and Jury Street. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Warwick 

An area in the village of Barford along Bridge Street and 
Wellesbourne Road. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Wolverhampton The City of Wolverhampton. Nitrogen 
Dioxide & 
PM10 

A section of Blackwell Street extending from the junction 
with The Ringway northwards to a point level with the Old 
Peacock Public House. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

Wyre Forest 

A short section of Welch Gate from the junction with Dog 
Lane running south west to north east to a point level with 
number 84 Welch Gate. 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 

 
 

G15.4 WATER QUALITY 

Both chemical and biological water quality has significantly improved in the 
West Midlands over the last 15 years.  The Region is in line with the average 
score for England as a whole in terms of chemical water quality, and only 
slightly below that for the country as a whole on biological water quality 
(although only modest improvements have been made on this issue).   
 

Figure G15.4 Percentage River Length in ‘Good’ or ‘Fair’ Chemical Quality, by Region 
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Source:  Environment Agency 
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Figure G15.5 Percentage River Length in ‘Good’ or ‘Fair’ Biological Quality, by Region 
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 Source:  Environment Agency 
 
Unsuprisingly, water quality is lower in urban areas, particularly for chemical 
water quality, as illustrated in the maps overleaf. 
 
 


