Annex E – Baseline Data on Landscapes Affected by Minerals Activity in the West Midlands
E1 Review of Available Information on Landscapes affected by Mineral activity

Information has been collated from the Countryside Quality Counts (CQC) project (sponsored by Natural England), which provides an assessment of how landscapes in England are changing, based on Joint Character Areas.  The CQC data suggests that landscapes are potentially being affected by minerals activity in several parts of the region.  The following table collates the information where this refers to the impact of minerals activity on JCAs within the region.  The text quotes from the vision statements for each JCA, and indicates what could and should be done to ensure enhancement, restoration and maintenance of landscape character.  However, in most cases, there was little specific evidence available to support the vision statement and therefore the CQC project does not provide actual baseline data to indicate the effects of minerals activity in the region.  Nevertheless, the CQC project constitutes one of the only sources of information available which can be used to indicate the characteristics of areas affected by minerals activity in the West Midlands. 
Vision Statements for West Midlands JCAs Affected by Mineral Activity
	JCA
	Vision Statements

	JCA52 White Peak
	The impact of continuing large scale modern quarrying and vein mineral working and reworking of formerly disused quarries has been detrimental to landscape, ecological and geological interests. 

	
	There is potential for sensitive restoration of quarries/mineral workings and for re-creation of landscape features such as boundary features. 

	JCA107 Cotswolds
	There are continuing pressures for landfill, quarrying and extraction of gravel and minerals, affecting the dip slope and high wolds in particular. 

	JCA63 Oswestry Uplands
	There are opportunities to create wildlife habitats and features of landscape interest in quarry restoration. 

	
	The older quarries of the Oswestry foothills and Treflach hills are gradually being absorbed into the landscape by natural regeneration. 

	
	The continuation of quarrying could have a significant impact on the landscape of the Oswestry foothills. 

	JCA64 Potteries and Churnet Valley
	Parts of the area are subject to intense development pressures. It attracts large numbers of visitors due to proximity to Peak National Park and there is pressure from the aggregates industry for sand and gravel extraction, especially in the Potteries and coalfield sub-zone. 

	JCA65 Shropshire Hills
	There is pressure for expansion of limestone quarries, as at Wenlock Edge where extensive permissions are still in force, and for dolerite quarries, as at Clee Hills, as well as possible interest in open-cast coal extraction. 

	JCA95 Northamptonshire Uplands


	There has been pressure for sand and gravel extraction along the area of the M1 corridor. 

	JCA104 South Herefordshire and Over Severn
	Extractive industries have impacted on the landscape in the Woolhope Dome area. 

	JCA61 Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain
	The restoration of waste disposal sites on low grade agricultural land, and of mineral extraction sites, may provide an opportunity for land uses other than agriculture, but these need to be handled sympathetically to ensure their integration into the pastoral landscape. 

	JCA97 Arden
	The restoration of mineral extraction sites is an opportunity to absorb these areas back to the character of the surrounding landscape and to create habitats of wildlife interest. 

	JCA67 Cannock Chase and Cank Wood
	Outside the AONB there are many opportunities for development of heathland and acid grassland and restoration of tops resulting from open-cast and deep mining particularly in the Black Country and Staffordshire Coalfield. 

	
	Continued pressure for aggregates extraction, waste disposal and stone quarrying particularly in the Cannock Chase, Lichfield Estate land Fringe and Black Country and Staffordshire Coalfield. 

	
	There are extensive areas of poorly-restored land, unrestored mine workings and derelict pasture in the urban fringe. 

	
	Open-cast mining has now ceased but mining activity and sand and gravel extraction have changed the landscape character particularly in the Black Country and Staffordshire Coalfield. 

	JCA69 Trent Valley Washlands
	The continuing restoration of gravel workings provides an opportunity to enhance the character of the Washlands through sensitive planning and integration of new water-bodies. However, in some areas, gravel extraction is creating wetland areas of a size that is totally out of scale with the original landscape, and there are concerns about the restrictions placed by East Midlands Airport on the design of water bodies to avoid the threat of bird strikes, which limit wildlife value. 

	
	Development has consistently encroached upon the Washlands, notably massive power stations, new major roads and motorways, sand and gravel extraction, and the steady expansion of former small settlements with inappropriate modern housing. The scale of ribbon development, e.g. large distribution warehouses along arterial routes such as the A38 and the A50, is increasing. Already-damaged landscapes are under pressure for development that could bring further fragmentation and degradation. 








